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By Kunle Awosiyan

A
 report by the Lagos 

S t a t e  W a s t e  

M a n a g e m e n t  

Authority has revealed a 

w i d e n i n g  w a s t e  

management gap in Lagos, 

with the state generating 

about 15,000 tonnes of waste 

daily but collecting only 

about 5,000 tonnes, leaving 

a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  

uncollected.

The data shows that the 

m e g a c i t y  p r o d u c e s  

approximately 541 tonnes of 

waste per hour, with only 

about 33 per cent collected 

b y  P r i v a t e  S e c t o r  

Participation (PSP) operators.

On an annual basis, Lagos 

generates an estimated 5.5 

million tonnes of waste, with 

organic waste accounting 

for about 6,500 tonnes daily.

The high volume is driven by 

Lagos'  rapidly growing 

population, now estimated 

at over 25 million residents, 

making it one of Africa's 

largest urban centres.

According to the report, 

about 90 per cent of the 

w a s t e  g e n e r a t e d  h a s  

e c o n o m i c  v a l u e ,  b u t  

collection inefficiencies 

have limited the state's ability 

to convert waste into wealth.

Waste streams in Lagos 

include plastics, metals and 

organic materials, with 

LAWMA seeking to transition 

from a "collect and dump" 

system to a circular economy 

m o d e l ,  t a r g e t i n g  t h e  

diversion of up to 10,000 

tonnes of waste daily from 

landfills.

Despite these ambitions, 

L A W M A  a n d  i t s  P S P  

o p e r a t o r s ,  c u r r e n t l y  

operating with about 102 

compactor trucks, continue 

to struggle with effective 

waste collection and often 

rely on informal waste 

workers to bridge the gap.

In many parts of the state, 

roadsides and medians have 

become informal dumping 

sites, while open defecation 

around waste piles has 

worsened environmental 

and public health concerns.

Residents across Lagos say 

the situation has worsened in 

recent months, citing poor 

service delivery and rising 

waste bills.

S o m e  r e s i d e n t s  t o l d  

Echonews that despite a 

reported 100 per cent 

increase in PSP charges, 

waste collection remains 

irregular.

"They collect money and 

never show up," a resident, 

who declined to be named, 

said.

A resident, Mrs. Rebecca 

Taylor who stays in Ojodu 

area of Lagos noted that 

t a r i f f s  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  

s ign i f icant ly  in  recent  

m o n t h s ,  w i t h  s o m e  

households now paying as 

much as �5,000 monthly for a 

two- or three-bedroom 

apartment, while small shop 

owners pay around �2,000 

monthly.

Reacting, PSP operators 

under the Association of 

Waste Managers of Nigeria 

i d e n t i f i e d  i n a d e q u a t e  

infrastructure, weak policy 

implementation and limited 

funding as major challenges.

According to the operators, 

current capacity allows 

them to collect only about 

4,000 to 5,000 tonnes daily, 

far below the estimated 

waste generated.

They also cited traff ic 

congest ion and heavy 

ra infa l l  as  operat ional  

constraints that slow down 

collection.

The operators called for 

increased investment in 

collection trucks, recycling 

facilities and modern waste 

systems, stressing the need to 

shift fully to a circular 

economy model.

Responding to the concerns, 

LAWMA Managing Director, 

M u y i w a  G b a d e g e s i n ,  

described the recent surge in 

waste complaints as partly 

seasonal.

"Whenever waste appears in 

public spaces, we treat it as 

an emergency, clear it, and 

trace the source," he said.

He disclosed that the state 

government is currently 

r e v i e w i n g  e x i s t i n g  

env i ronmental  laws to 

strengthen compliance and 

stakeholder participation.

According to him, the reform 

process will involve public 

engagement at the Lagos 

State House of Assembly, 

aimed at creating a new 

"social contract" on waste 

management.

Gbadeges in  ident i f ied 

infrastructure deficit as the 

biggest challenge facing 

waste management in 

Lagos.

Waste Crisis: Lagos Generates 15,000 
Tonnes Daily, Collects 5,000
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Continued from page 2

"We are talking about 
e q u i p m e n t  a n d  
facilities used to collect, 
transport, treat and 
dispose of over 13,000 
tonnes of waste daily," 
he said.
H e  s t r e s s e d  t h e  
importance of proper 
waste containment at 
the household level, 
n o t i n g  t h a t  
indiscriminate dumping 
e n c o u r a g e s  
environmental abuse 
and public health risks.
To address this, LAWMA 
is rolling out 80,000 
smart bins across the 
state, although he 
acknowledged that 
more would still be 
required.
The authority is also 
introducing alternative 
w a s t e  c o l l e c t i o n  
systems to complement 
e x i s t i n g  
t ruck s ,Gbadeges in  
s a i d , a d d i n g  t h a t  
compactor s  a lone 
cannot meet the needs 
of densely populated 
areas ,  par t icu la r l y  
locations with narrow 
roads.
A s  p a r t  o f  n e w  
m e a s u r e s ,  L A W M A  
plans to deploy tricycle 
compactors, smaller 
vehicles capable of 
carrying about 2.5 
t o n n e s  o f  w a s t e ,  
operating on a pay-as-
you-go model.
"Residents will pay only 
when they have waste 
to dispose of. The 
tricycle compactors will 
t ransport waste to 
m o b i l e  t r a n s f e r  
stations," he said.
T h e  a g e n c y  i s  
expecting about 500 
tricycle compactors by 
mid-2027, in addition to 
expanding its current 
fleet.
E n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  
Compliance.
Gbadegesin disclosed 
t h a t  L A W M A  h a s  
s t e p p e d  u p  
enforcement, with over 
1 , 0 0 0  o f f e n d e r s  
a r r e s t e d  a n d  4 4 7  
p r o s e c u t e d  f o r  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
violations.
Some offenders, he 
said, were jailed, while 
o t h e r s  p e r f o r m e d  
community service.
E n f o r c e m e n t  w i l l  
c o n t i n u e ,  b u t  
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  
behavioural change 
are equally important," 
he said.
"Waste management in 
a megacity cannot 
s u c c e e d  w i t h o u t  
collective responsibility. 
Government a lone 
cannot clean up after 
n e a r l y  2 7  m i l l i o n  
people. Residents must 
c o m p l y  w i t h  
regulations, pay for 
services and report 
offenders."
Meanwhile Et i  Osa 
Local  Government  
Area has come up with 
an initiative,a  Free 
Door-to-Door Waste 
Evacuation, which was 
launched at I tedo 
community.
T h e  s w e e p i n g  
sanitation exercise has 
breathed new life into 
Itedo Community in Eti-
Osa with a free house-
t o - h o u s e  r e f u s e  
e v a c u a t i o n  a n d  
b lackspot  removal  
campaign that has 
t rans formed once-

polluted streets into 
c l e a n e r ,  h e a l t h i e r  
spaces.
Driven by the Eti-Osa 
Local Government, the 
initiative tackled long-
s t a n d i n g  w a s t e  
challenges head-on, 
t a r g e t i n g  b o t h  

household refuse and 
illegal dumping hubs 
that  had become 
environmental hazards. 
For many residents, it 
marked a long-awaited 
i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  a  
community burdened 
by persistent waste 

accumulation.
S a n i t a t i o n  c r e w s  
fanned out across the 
area, navigating inner 
s t reet s  and ma jo r  
access roads to clear 
heaps of refuse while 
directly evacuating 
waste from homes. 
Beyond improving the 
c o m m u n i t y ' s  
a p p e a r a n c e ,  t h e  
exercise also addressed 
c r i t i c a l  c o n c e r n s  
a r o u n d  c l o g g e d  
drainage channels—an 
issue that often triggers 
flooding during heavy 
rains in Lagos.
The operation is part of 
a wider environmental 
crackdown by the 
L a g o s  S t a t e  
Government, which 
has ramped up efforts 
t o  c o m b a t  
indiscriminate waste 
disposal and enforce 
s a n i t a t i o n  l a w s .  
Authorit ies have in 
recent times taken 
decisive action against 
v iolators ,  including 
sealing off facilities and 
markets in affected 
areas such as Lekki and 
Itedo.

Waste Crisis: Lagos Generates 15,000 
Tonnes Daily, Collects 5,000
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T
he Lagos State Office 

for Disability Affairs 

( L A S O D A )  h a s  

organised a work-tool 

e m p o w e r m e n t  

p rog ramme fo r  c i v i l  

servants with disabilities, 

t h e m e d  “ E n h a n c i n g  

Productivity: Supporting 

C i v i l  S e r v a n t s  w i t h  

Disabilities.” The event was 

held recently as part of 

L A S O D A ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  

i m p r o v e  w o r k p l a c e  

efficiency.

A d d r e s s i n g  t h e  

beneficiaries, the General 

Manager of LASODA, Mrs. 

Adenike Oyetunde-Lawal 

stated that the initiative is 

designed to strengthen 

the product iv i ty and 

professional effectiveness 

of civi l  servants with 

disabilities by providing 

t h e m  w i t h  e s s e n t i a l  

a s s i s t i v e  a n d  

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  t o o l s  

needed to perform their 

duties efficiently.

O y e t u n d e - L a w a l  

e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  

beneficiaries to make the 

most of the opportunity by 

demonstrating excellence 

i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  

Ministries, Departments 

and Agencies (MDAs). She 

urged them to give their 

very best in their roles, 

noting that outstanding 

performance could earn 

t h e m  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  

including nominations for 

Best Staff Awards within 

their MDAs. She also 

advised them not to 

entertain excuses in the 

workplace but to utilise the 

tools provided to improve 

their performance.

The General Manager 

further disclosed that the 

a g e n c y  w o u l d  s e e k  

f e e d b a c k  f r o m  t h e  

beneficiaries' respective 

MDAs to assess  how 

effectively the tools are 

being utilised in enhancing 

productivity. She also 

c o m m e n d e d  t h e  

Governor of Lagos State, 

Babajide Olusola Sanwo-

Olu, for approving an 

increased budgetary 

allocation for work-tool 

support for persons with 

disabilities in the state civil 

service.

The distributed work tools 

included Intel Core HP 

laptops, Intel Core HP 

laptops equipped with 

JAWS software, mobility 

scooters ,  automated 

w h e e l c h a i r s ,  h a n d  

prosthetics, arm, under-

arm and elbow crutches, 

as well as hearing aids.

Beneficiaries were drawn 

from several Ministries, 

D e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  

Agencies across the state 

civil service, including the 

Ministry of Basic and 

Secondary Education, the 

M i n i s t r y  o f  T o u r i s m ,  

Igbogbo Local Council 

Development Area, the 

Ministry of Health, the 

Ministry of Science and 

Innovation, the Ministry of 

In fo rmat ion and the 

Ministry of Home Affairs.

Speaking with journalists at 

the event, the LASODA 

boss revealed that 50 civil 

servants with disabilities 

across  var ious  MDAs 

benefited from this batch 

of the empowerment 

p r o g r a m m e .  S h e  

e m p h a s i s e d  t h a t  

technology has become 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  v i t a l  i n  

supporting persons with 

disabilities within the civil 

service, noting that the 

assistive tools are intended 

to improve efficiency, 

a c c e s s i b i l i t y  a n d  

productivity in their daily 

work.

She therefore encouraged 

all beneficiaries to make 

p r o p e r  u s e  o f  t h e  

equipment provided, 

stressing that the tools 

were carefully selected to 

support them in carrying 

out their responsibilities 

effectively.

Expressing appreciation 

o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  

beneficiaries, Mr. Ajayi 

Adeniyi from the Ministry of 

Bas ic Education and 

Secondary Education, 

noted that the laptop 

r e c e i v e d  w o u l d  

s ignif icantly enhance 

productivity and help 

bridge functional gaps in 

daily work. Ajayi added 

that the JAWS-enabled 

laptop is  part icular ly 

suitable for the nature of 

the beneficiary's work.

He thanked Governor 

S a n w o - O l u  a n d  t h e  

General  Manager of  

LASODA for the initiative, 

d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  

programme as a laudable 

effort that will greatly 

i m p r o v e  w o r k i n g  

c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  

performance for civi l  

servants with disabilities in 

Lagos State.

LASODA Empowers Civil 
Servants With Disabilities  

Monday 23rd March  - Sunday 29th March 2026
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The Lagos State 
R e s i d e n t s  
R e g i s t r a t i o n  

Agency (LASRRA) on 
Monday paid an 
official visit to the 
State Ministry of Basic 
a n d  S e c o n d a r y  
Education as part of 
efforts to advance 
earlier discussions on 
p r i v a t e / p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s  
collaboration and 
data integrat ion 
within the State's 
education sector. 
The LASRRA–School's 
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i l l  
facilitate seamless 
reg i s t ra t ion  and  
v e r i f i c a t i o n  
p r o c e s s e s  f o r  
s t u d e n t s  a n d  
teachers, ensuring 
that their details are 
properly captured 
within the State's 
residents' database.
Before the visit, the 
Agency met with the 
Director-General of 
t h e  O f f i c e  o f  
Education Quality 
Assurance (OEQA), 
D r .  S u l a i m a n  
Ogundimu, to align 
on data integrity, 
standards, and the 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  
between regulatory 
and administrative 
bodies within the 
e d u c a t i o n  
ecosystem.
The meeting with the 
Office of Education 
Quality Assurance 
laid the groundwork 
for the collaboration, 
ensuring that data 
c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  
m a n a g e m e n t  
p r o c e s s e s  w i l l  
s u p p o r t  q u a l i t y  
a s s u r a n c e  
f r a m e w o r k s  a n d  
s t r e n g t h e n  
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  
across schools in the 
state.
The Commissioner for 
Basic and Secondary 
Education, Mr. Jamiu 
Tolani Alli- Balogun 
was enthusiastic to 
formally meet with 
t h e  G e n e r a l  
Manager of LASRRA, 

Mrs. Bilikiss Adebiyi-
A b i o l a ,  o n  t h e  
initiative between 
the two parties. 
He reiterated the 
importance of Pupils 
and Teachers to be 
on the database of 
L A S R R A  t o  p l a n  
a d e q u a t e l y  f o r  
t h e m ,  e n s u r i n g  
a c c u r a t e  a n d  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
records of students 
and teachers within 
t h e  e d u c a t i o n  
sector. Alli-Balogun 
said that this will be 
g o o d  f o r  t h e  
recruitment process 
of teachers as well as 
building a backend 
database of schools. 
“It is a New dawn for 
t h e  E d u c a t i o n  
Ministry”, he stated.
“This represents a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  s t e p  
toward building a 
reliable and unified 
database that will 
support effective 
p lann ing,  po l icy  

formulat ion,  and 
service delivery in 
L a g o s  S t a t e ' s  
Education system. 
This initiative will help 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
m a i n t a i n  a n  
accurate database 
o f  l e a r n e r s  a n d  
educators across 
Lagos State. With 
reliable data, we 
can make informed 
d e c i s i o n s ,  p l a n  
effectively for the 
future, and continue 
to achieve greatness 
in the education 
s e c t o r , ”  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  
stated.
According to him, 
“The handshake on 
data will provide 
credible statistics 
and demographic 
ins ights that are 
critical for resource 
a l l o c a t i o n ,  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  
planning, teacher 
deployment, and 
t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  

i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  
learning outcomes 
across the state”.
A d e b i y i - A b i o l a  
mainta ined that  
high-level data will 
be given by LASRRA, 
while the Ministry 
agreed to build a 
backend database 
of schools. During the 
m e e t i n g ,  
representatives of 
LASRRA and officials 
o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  
deliberated on the 
m o d a l i t i e s  f o r  
implementing the 
collaboration, which 
i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  
e n h a n c e  d a t a  
accuracy, improve 
s t u d e n t  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
p r o c e s s e s ,  a n d  
support effective 
p l a n n i n g  w i t h i n  
Lagos State's basic 
a n d  s e c o n d a r y  
education system.
It was agreed at the 
m e e t i n g  t h a t  a  
proposal  wi l l  be 

d r a f t e d  a n d  
submitted by the 
O E Q A  f o r  t h e  
Commiss ioner  to 
sign, so that the 
process of Lagos 
S t a t e  s c h o o l  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  w i l l  
begin.
B o t h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
r e a f f i r m e d  t h e i r  
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
working closely to 
ensure the successful 
implementation of 
the initiative in line 
w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  
Government's digital 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  
agenda.
Also present at the 
meeting were the 
Di rector-General ,  
OEQA, Dr. Sulaiman 
Ogundimu; Registrar 
of the Lagos State 
Exams Board, Mr. A 
Oransolu and other 
k e y  H e a d s  o f  
Departments from 
the Minist ry and 
OEQA

 LASRRA Visits MBSE To Advance
 Students' Data Integration  
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T
he Lagos State 

Christian Pilgrims 

Welfare Board 

( L S C P W B )  h a s  

attributed the success 

of the 2025 pilgrimage 

exercise to divine 

guidance and support 

from the Lagos State 

Government. This was 

made known during a 

c h a t  w i t h  M e d i a  

P e r s o n n e l  i n  

commemoration of 

the first anniversary of 

Board Secretary, Dr. 

Okudero Gbolabo 

Omoniyi.

B o a r d  S e c r e t a r y  

O k u d e r o ,  w h i l e  

chatting with media 

personnel at his GRA 

office, stated that the 

success of the 2025 

pilgrimage exercise 

was orchestrated by 

God Himself. He said a 

l i t t l e  d e l a y  i n  

embarking on the holy 

journey would have 

hindered hundreds of 

intending pilgrims from 

m a k i n g  t h e  h o l y  

journey as the Middle 

East crisis broke out 

immediately after the 

s e c o n d  b a t c h  

returned safely.

Okudero accorded 

glory to the Almighty 

G o d  a n d  

appreciation to Lagos 

S t a t e  G o v e r n o r  

B a b a j i d e  O l u s o l a  

S a n w o - O l u ,  h i s  

Deputy, Dr. Obafemi 

H a m z a t ,  

C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  

Home Af fa i r s  Mr .  

I b r a h i m  L a y o d e ,  

Permanent Secretary, 

M in i s t r y  o f  Home 

Affairs, Mr. Adewunmi 

O g u n s a n y a ,  a n d  

Special Adviser to the 

Governor on Religious 

Affairs,  Rev. Bukola 

A d e l e k e ,  t h e  

Executive Secretary, 

N i g e r i a  C h r i s t i a n  

Pilgrim Commission, 

N C P C ,  B i s h o p  

(Professor)  Steven 

Adegbite, for their 

excellent leadership 

a n d  u n w a v e r i n g  

support.

T h e  C P W B  b o s s  

h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  

Board 's  successes  

since he assumed 

office one year ago, 

including successfully 

coordinating over 400 

Lagos State pilgrims to 

the Holy Land and 

expanding outreach 

a c r o s s  c h u r c h e s ,  

g o v e r n m e n t  

institutions, and media 

platforms.

The Board attributed 

the success  to a 

s t r e n g t h e n e d  

preparation process 

t h a t  i n c l u d e d  

administrative and 

medical screenings, 

o r i e n t a t i o n  

programmes,  and 

sp i r i tua l  act iv i t ies  

designed to ensure 

r e a d i n e s s  b e f o r e  

d e p a r t u r e .  " T h i s  

outcome reflects a 

T
he Chai rman,  

L a g o s  S t a t e  

Teaching Service 

C o m m i s s i o n  

( T E S C O M ) ,  M r s .  

Victor ia Mopelola 

P e r e g r i n o ,  h a s  

e x p r e s s e d  t h e  

r e a d i n e s s  o f  t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n  t o  

collaborate with the 

National Institute for 

Policy and Strategic 

S t u d i e s  ( N I P S S ) ,  

through its affiliate, 

Oba Sikiru Kayode  

Adetona School of 

G o v e r n a n c e  

(OSKASOG), in the 

human and capacity 

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

teachers  in  post -

primary schools in 

Lagos State.

Mrs. Peregrino gave 

the assurance during 

a courtesy visit by 

members of the Oba 

S i k i r u  K a y o d e  

Adetona School of 

G o v e r n a n c e  

( O S K A S O G ) ,  A g o  

Iwoye, led by the 

Director of Research 

and Training of Dr. 

Razaq Olabunmi, to 

the Chairman and 

Board Members of the 

Lagos State Teaching 

Service Commission in 

Ikeja.

She noted that the 

Commission and by 

extension, the Lagos 

State Government, 

place a premium on 

t h e  t r a i n i n g  a n d  

r e t r a i n i n g  o f  i t s  

workforce especially 

teachers  in  post -

primary schools hence 

collaborating with the 

institute is a welcome 

development.

Speaking on behalf of 

other board members, 

C o m m i s s i o n e r  I I ,  

representing the Ikeja 

Division on the Board 

o f  T E S C O M ,  M r .  

Abiodun Bamgboye, 

and the Permanent 

Secretary, TESCOM, 

Mr. Olawale Ojikutu 

n o t e d  t h e  

collaborative efforts 

that  had ex i s ted  

between Lagos State 

G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  

NIPSS in the capacity 

development and 

t ra in ing of  senior  

officials of the State 

G o v e r n m e n t  o n  

various topical issues.  

T h e y  e x p r e s s e d  

d e l i g h t  t h a t  t h e  

Institute had deemed 

it necessary to extend 

t h e i r  c a p a c i t y -

building programme 

t o  t h e  T e a c h i n g  

Service Commission.

T h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  

R e s e a r c h  a n d  

Training, Oba Sikiru 

Kayode  Adetona 

S c h o o l  o f  

G o v e r n a n c e  

(OSKASOG) Dr. Razaq 

NIPSS Seeks Collaboration With TESCOM 
on Teachers' Capacity Development 

LSCPWB Attributes 2025 Pilgrimage
Success To Divine Guidance  

d e l i b e r a t e  

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  

p r o p e r  p l a n n i n g ,  

coordination, and the 

overall welfare of our 

p i lgr ims, "  Omoniy i  

stated.

H i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  

Board's plans for the 

year ahead, Okudero 

stated that the Board is 

set to introduce an 

a u t o m a t e d  

pilgrimage registration 

system to streamline 

p r o c e s s e s  a n d  

enhance accessibility 

for intending pilgrims.

The Board Secretary 

encouraged Lagos 

S t a t e  C h r i s t i a n s  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

participating in the 

2026 pilgrimage to 

begin their registration 

process early, noting 

that the Board has put 

in place structures to 

guide pilgrims through 

every stage of the 

journey. 

He reaffirmed the 

Board's commitment 

to love, commitment, 

and excellence in 

service delivery.

O l a b u n m i ,  w h i l e  

s p e a k i n g  o n  t h e  

purpose of the visit, 

said the Institute is 

primarily set up to 

engage in research 

a n d  c a p a c i t y  

development of high-

level policy makers 

who are in a position 

t o  a d v i s e  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  o n  

various policy issues.

He disclosed that the 

Oba Sikiru Kayode 

Adetona School of 

G o v e r n a n c e  

(OSKASOG), which is 

an arm of the National 

Institute for Policy and 

Strategic Studies, a 

n a t i o n a l  f l a g s h i p  

i n s t i t u t i o n ,  h a d  

e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  

c a p a c i t y  

development of high-

level officials from the 

Ogun and Lagos State 

Government and is 

therefore ready to 

extend its training 

p r o g r a m m e  t o  

t e a c h e r s  i n  p o s t  

primary schools in 

Lagos State to boast 

their teaching skills.

He noted that the 

training curriculum of 

the institute can be 

tailored to the special 

needs of teachers.

The courtesy visit had 

in attendance, Board 

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

Teach ing  Se rv ice  

Commission and its 

management staff 

and the team from 

Oba Sikiru Kayode  

Adetona School of 

G o v e r n a n c e  

( O S K A S O G )  

comprising of   Mr. 

A n j o r i n  A d e o l a ,  

Ass istant Di rector,  

Admin and Human 

Resources and Mrs. 

Yemi Alaka. Head of 

the Public Affairs Unit 

of the School.

Monday 23rd March  - Sunday 29th March 2026
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Lagos Moves To Domesticate 
National Cosmetics Safety Policy 

T
he Lagos State 

G o v e r n m e n t  

has  taken a  

major step toward 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  

r e g u l a t i o n  o f  

cosmetic products 

and procedures with 

the presentation of 

the National Policy 

on Cosmetics Safety 

and Health and its 

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  

Plan to the Special 

A d v i s e r  t o  t h e  

Governor on Health, 

D r .  ( M r s . )  K e m i  

Ogunyemi.

T h e  p o l i c y  w a s  

formally presented 

d u r i n g  t h e  E x i t  

M e e t i n g  o f  t h e  

L a g o s  S t a t e  

Engagement on the 

National Policy on 

Cosmetics Safety 

and Health held at 

the  Conference 

Room of the Lagos 

State Ministry of 

Health on Friday, 

m a r k i n g  t h e  

conclusion of a four-

day s takeholder  

engagement which 

began on Tuesday, 

March 10 at the 

Sojourner Hotel, GRA 

Ikeja.

Speaking at the 

meeting, Ogunyemi 

s a i d  t h e  

engagement could 

not have come at a 

more critical time, 

c i t i n g  a  r e c e n t  

cosmetic surgery-

related death in 

L a g o s  w h i c h  i s  

c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  

investigation by the 

Heal th  Fac i l i t ie s  

M o n i t o r i n g  a n d  

A c c r e d i t a t i o n  

A g e n c y  

(HEFAMAA).

“This engagement 

cou ld not  have 

come at a better 

time. Only this week, 

w e  h a d  a n  

unfortunate incident 

where a well-known 

lady died in Lagos 

following cosmetic 

surgery,” she said, 

adding that relevant 

a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  

investigating the 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  

including the drugs 

u s e d  a n d  t h e i r  

sources.

The Special Adviser 

stressed that patient 

safety remains a 

priority for the Lagos 

State Government, 

not ing  that  the  

r e g u l a t i o n  o f  

cosmetic products 

and procedures is 

crucial to protecting 

citizens. “When even 

one person dies, it 

means something 

has gone wrong, 

and we certainly do 

n o t  w a n t  s u c h  

incidents to happen 

again,” she said.

Ogunyemi further 

a s s u r e d  

stakeholders that 

t h e  S t a t e  

Government would 

ensure effect ive 

implementation of 

the policy across the 

ent i re cosmetics 

v a l u e  c h a i n ,  

i n c l u d i n g  

m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  

suppliers, training 

in s t i tu t ions ,  and 

health facilities. She 

added that Lagos 

would continue to 

set the pace for 

o t h e r  s t a t e s  i n  

implementing the 

policy.

D i r e c t o r  o f  

Cosmetics Safety in 

the Food and Drug 

S e r v i c e s  

D e p a r t m e n t ,  

Federal Ministry of 

Health and Social 

W e l f a r e ,  P a u l  

Okhakhu, said the 

p o l i c y  w a s  

d e v e l o p e d  t o  

a d d r e s s  t h e  

increasing cases of 

a d v e r s e  h e a l t h  

effects associated 

w i t h  u n s a f e  

cosmetic products.

“We have been 

seeing cases of  

p e o p l e  

e x p e r i e n c i n g  

adverse events as a 

result of the use of 

a d u l t e r a t e d ,  

wrongly formulated, 

o r  s u b s t a n d a r d  

cosmetic products, 

and because of this 

the government  

decided to take the 

matter seriously,” 

Okhakhu said.

He explained that 

the policy, which 

was validated in 

Lagos and later 

launched at the 66th 

National Council on 

Health in Calabar, is 

designed to guide 

regulatory actions 

and support the 

development  of  

state-specific action 

plans to address 

cosmet ic  sa fety  

challenges.

Okhakhu added 

that the federal 

government was 

d e v e l o p i n g  a  

national dashboard 

t o  t r a c k  

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  

p r o g r e s s  a c r o s s  

states, noting that 

Lagos was selected 

f o r  e a r l y  

e n g a g e m e n t  

b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  

strategic role as 

N i g e r i a ' s  

commercial hub. “If 

we are able to get it 

right in Lagos, we 

believe we can get it 

right in other states,” 

he said.

I n  h e r  c l o s i n g  

remarks, the Director 

of Pharmaceutical 

Services in the Lagos 

State Ministry of 

H e a l t h ,  P h a r m .  

O l a w a l e  P o l u y i  

d e s c r i b e d  

engagement as an 

important milestone 

i n  t h e  

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  

journey of the policy 

in the state.

“ E v e r y  j o u r n e y  

begins with a step, 

and today marks an 

important step in the 

implementation of 

this policy,” Poluyi 

said, appreciating 

the Special Adviser 

for making time to 

r e c e i v e  t h e  

delegation despite 

her busy schedule.

She assured the 

visiting team that the 

Lagos State Ministry 

of Health would 

ensure that  the 

resolutions reached 

d u r i n g  t h e  

e n g a g e m e n t  

t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  

concrete actions, 

adding that the 

s t a t e  r e m a i n s  

c o m m i t t e d  t o  

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  

cosmetics safety 

a n d  c o n s u m e r  

protection.

T h e  f o u r - d a y  

e n g a g e m e n t  

brought together 49 

participants from 

federal and state 

g o v e r n m e n t  

a g e n c i e s ,  

regulatory bodies, 

academia, industry 

a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  

c o s m e t o l o g y  

practitioners, civil 

s o c i e t y  

organisations and 

the media to assess 

the cosmetics safety 

landscape in Lagos 

and develop a State 

Cosmetics Safety 

Action Plan aimed 

at protecting public 

health.

… As Stakeholders Adopt Roadmap For Safer Products
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Measles Rubela Campaign: Health 
District V Records Highest Vaccination  
L

agos State Health 

D i s t r i c t  V  h a s  

emerged as the 

leading district among 

the six Health Districts in 

Lagos State in the just 

c o n c l u d e d  

M e a s l e s – R u b e l l a  

Vaccine Introduction 

Campaign, recording 

the highest number of 

vaccinated children 

across the State.

T h i s  r e m a r k a b l e  

achievement reflects 

the District's strong 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  

strengthening routine 

i m m u n i z a t i o n  a n d  

protecting children 

f r o m  v a c c i n e -

preventable diseases 

such as Measles and 

Rubella.

T h e  v a c c i n a t i o n  

e x e r c i s e  t a r g e t e d  

children aged nine 

months to 14 years, in 

line with national and 

g l o b a l  h e a l t h  

recommendations.

This milestone aligns 

with the THEMES Plus 

Agenda of the Lagos 

S tate  Government  

under the leadership of 

Mr. Babajide Olusola 

S a n w o - O l u  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

particularly the pillar on 

H e a l t h  a n d  

Environment, which 

priorit ises improved 

healthcare delivery, 

disease prevention, 

and the well-being of 

residents.

Through intens i f ied 

c o m m u n i t y  

mobilisation, improved 

service delivery, and 

the dedicat ion of  

healthcare workers 

across facilities, Lagos 

State Health District V 

successfully reached 

a n d  v a c c i n a t e d  

thousands of eligible 

chi ldren across  i t s  

c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h e  

v a c c i n e s  w e r e  

administered free of 

charge at Markets, 

Churches, Mosques, 

a n d  G o v e r n m e n t  

health Facilities within 

the district.

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e  

a c h i e v e m e n t ,  t h e  

Permanent Secretary, 

Lagos State Health 

District V, Dr. Oladapo 

Asiyanbi, reiterated 

that the success of the 

campaign underscores 

t h e  D i s t r i c t ' s  

u n w a v e r i n g  

commitment to its vision 

of achieving Universal 

Health Coverage and 

optimal quality of life for 

all communities within 

Health District V. He 

added that the District 

remains focused on its 

miss ion to provide 

quality, effective, and 

e f f i c i e n t  p r i m a r y  

healthcare services to 

residents across the 

district.

D r .  A s i y a n b i  a l s o  

commended Parents, 

Caregivers, Community 

L e a d e r s ,  M a r k e t  

W o m e n ,  R e l i g i o u s  

Bodies, and Health 

w o r k e r s  w h o s e  

c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  

c o m m i t m e n t  

c o n t r i b u t e d  

signif icantly to the 

o u t s t a n d i n g  

performance recorded 

during the introduction 

campaign. By ensuring 

that more children are 

p rotected aga ins t  

Measles and Rubella, 

Lagos State Health 

District V continues to 

safeguard the health of 

future generat ions  

while contributing to 

the broader public 

health goals of Lagos 

State.

The District remains 

c o m m i t t e d  t o  

protecting lives and 

strengthening routine 

immunisation as a key 

strategy in building a 

healthier Lagos.
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Lagos to Stage EcoNexus 
3.0 Sustainability Summit

agos is preparing Lto take a bold 
step toward a 

more susta inable 
future as it hosts the 
t h i r d  e d i t i o n  o f  
EcoNexus, a growing 
forum designed to 
turn environmental 
conversations into 
real-world impact.
EcoNexus 3.0 wil l  
br ing together a 
d y n a m i c  m i x  o f  
p o l i c y m a k e r s ,  
i ndus t r y  leader s ,  
i n n o v a t o r s ,  a n d  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
a d v o c a t e s ,  a l l  
focused on tackling 
some of the most 

pressing challenges 
facing modern cities. 
At the heart of the 
discussions will be key 
t h e m e s  s u c h  a s  
climate resilience, 
renewable energy, 
circular economy 
p r a c t i c e s ,  a n d  
sustainable urban 
growth, issues that 
a r e  b e c o m i n g  
increasingly urgent in 
A f r i c a ' s  l a r g e s t  
metropolis.
U n l i k e  p r e v i o u s  
editions, organisers 
s a y  t h i s  y e a r ' s  
g a t h e r i n g  w i l l  
prioritise action over 
rhetoric, pushing for 

c o n c r e t e  
par tner sh ips  and 
i m p l e m e n t a b l e  
solutions. With Lagos 
grappling with rapid 
population growth, 
waste management 
c o n c e r n s ,  a n d  
climate-related risks, 
the forum is expected 
t o  s e r v e  a s  a  
launchpad for ideas 
that can drive lasting 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
change.
Participants across 
t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  
private sectors will 
explore innovative 
p a t h w a y s — f r o m  
g r e e n  f i n a n c i n g  

m o d e l s  t o  e c o -
friendly infrastructure 
and clean energy 
solutions—aimed at 
reshaping how cities 
grow and adapt. The 
e v e n t  i s  a l s o  
positioned as a key 
n e t w o r k i n g  h u b  
where ideas can 
evolve into policies 
and projects.
The initiative aligns 
closely with ongoing 
sustainability efforts 
by the Lagos State 
Government, which 
has been advancing 
programmes in waste 
recycling, transport 
reform, and climate 

adaptation as part of 
i t s  l o n g - t e r m  
d e v e l o p m e n t  
strategy.
A s  g l o b a l  f o c u s  
i n t e n s i f i e s  o n  
s u s t a i n a b l e  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  
E c o N e x u s  3 . 0  
h igh l igh t s  Lagos '  
ambit ion to lead 
A f r i c a ' s  g r e e n  
transition. More than 
just a conference, it 
represents a growing 
movement, one that 
seeks to transform the 
city into a model for 
innovation, resilience, 
a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  
living.

Monday 23rd March  - Sunday 29th March 2026



r is ing fuel costs, 
w h i c h  h a v e 
p u s h e d  m o r e 
r e s i d e n t s  t o 
depend on public 
transportation.

To address 
t h e  g r o w i n g 
d e m a n d ,  t h e 
authority revealed 
i t  i s  deepen ing 
collaborations with 
p r i v a t e  B u s 
O p e r a t i n g 
Companies under 
its franchise model 
to fast-track the 
rollout of additional 
buses. This aligns 
with broader efforts 
already underway, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
expansion of Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) 
corridors and the 
i n t e g r a t i o n  o f 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g Monday 23rd March  - Sunday 29th March 2026BUSINESS

T
h e 

L a g o s 
Metrop

o l i t a n  A r e a 
Transport Authority 
( L A M A T A )  h a s 
responded swiftly 
to a viral video 
highl ighting the 
daily struggles of 
c o m m u t e r s , 
promising decisive 
s t e p s  t o  e a s e 
pressure on Lagos's 
o v e r b u r d e n e d 
transport system.

I n  a 
statement issued 
on Thursday, the 
a g e n c y 
a c k n o w l e d g e d 
t h e  c o n c e r n s 
r a i s e d  i n  t h e 
f o o t a g e , 
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e 
i n c i d e n t  a s  a 

LAMATA Moves to Boost Lagos 
Bus Fleet

valuable wake-up 
call that will shape 
stricter monitoring 
a n d  i m p r o v e d 
service standards 
across the city's 
r e g u l a t e d 
transport network.

With Lagos' 
p o p u l a t i o n 
c o n t i n u i n g  t o 
su rge,  LAMATA 
noted that its bus 
s y s t e m ,  w i d e l y 
regarded as one 
o f  t h e  m o s t 
affordable and 
relatively reliable 
c o m m u t i n g 
options, has seen 
a  sharp  r i se  in 
patronage. The 
situation has been 
further intensied 
b y  e c o n o m i c 
realities, including 

m u l t i m o d a l 
transport systems.

L A M A T A 
also claried that 
the bus supervisor 
featured in the 
viral clip is not its 
direct employee 
but works with a 
private operator. 
Nonetheless, the 
agency stressed 
that it is engaging 
all operators within 
i t s  n e t w o r k  t o 
u p h o l d 
profess ional ism, 
enforce service 
s tandards ,  and 
e n h a n c e 
c o m m u t e r 
experience.

B e y o n d 
o p e r a t i o n a l 
c o n c e r n s ,  t h e 
authority issued a 

caution to content 
creators, urging 
them to respect 
c o m m u t e r s ' 
p r i v a c y  w h e n 
lming in public 
transport spaces. It 
w a r n e d  t h a t 
u n a u t h o r i z e d 
r e c o r d i n g  a n d 
online sharing of 
p a s s e n g e r s ' 
i m a g e s  c o u l d 
v io la te  p r i vacy 
laws, distancing 
i t s e l f  f r o m  a n y 
liability arising from 
such actions.

T h e 

d e v e l o p m e n t 

c o m e s  a m i d 

o n g o i n g 

investments by the 

L a g o s  S t a t e 

G o v e r n m e n t  i n 

t r a n s p o r t 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 

ranging from rail 

projects l ike the 

Lagos Rai l  Mass 

Transit  to water 

transport terminals 

and dedicated 

bus lanes, aimed at 

building a more 

e f  c i e n t  a n d 

in terconnected 

mobility system for 

Africa's largest city.
As pressure 

m o u n t s  o n  t h e 

system, LAMATA's 

r e n e w e d 

c o m m i t m e n t 

signals a push not 

just for more buses, 

but for a smarter, 

more responsive 

urban t ransport 

network in Lagos.

Atume Terfa
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b i l l i o n - d o l l a r 

investments due to 

its strategic coastal 

location, access to 

p o r t s ,  a n d 

e x p a n d i n g 

infrastructure. The 

fert i l i ser  project 

a l i g n s  w i t h  a 

broader wave of 

industr ial isat ion, 

transforming key 

zones across the 

state into hubs for 

manufactu r ing , 

e x p o r t s ,  a n d 

e n e r g y - d r i v e n 

enterprises.
For years, one of 

t h e  b i g g e s t 

c h a l l e n g e s  t o 

b u s i n e s s 

development in 

Nigeria has been 
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B
u s i n e s s 

expansion in 

L a g o s 

c o n t i n u e s  t o 

gather momentum 

as the Dangote 

G r o u p  s e a l s  a 

massive $4.2 billion 

g a s  s u p p l y 

agreement with 

G C L  G r o u p ,  a 

strategic move set 

to power a fertiliser 

megaproject and 

reinforce the city's 

status as Nigeria's 

i n d u s t r i a l 

heartbeat.
The long-term deal, 

expected to span 

over two decades, 

provides a steady 

stream of natural 

Dangote's $4.2bn Gas Deal 
Boosts Lagos Economy

gas—an essential 

input for large-

s c a l e  f e r t i l i s e r 

p roduct ion .  By 

s e c u r i n g  t h i s 

critical resource, 

Dangote is not just 

investing in a single 

p r o j e c t  b u t 

strengthening the 

f o u n d a t i o n  f o r 

sustained industrial 

g r o w t h  w i t h i n 

L a g o s '  f a s t -

e v o l v i n g 

e c o n o m i c 

ecosystem.
Lagos ,  a l ready 

home to some of 

Af r ica ' s  la rgest 

industrial facilities, 

c o n t i n u e s  t o 

a t t r a c t  m u l t i -

i n c o n s i s t e n t 

energy supply. This 

d e a l  d i r e c t l y 

tackles that hurdle, 

e n s u r i n g 

uninterrupted gas 

 o w  t o  p o w e r 

o p e r a t i o n s , 

s t a b i l i s i n g 

production costs, 

a n d  b o o s t i n g 

o u t p u t .  I t  a l s o 

h i g h l i g h t s  a 

g r o w i n g  t r e n d 

a m o n g  m a j o r 

investors, securing 

i n d e p e n d e n t 

energy solutions to 

dr ive long-term 

sustainability.
B e y o n d  t h e 

boardroom, the 

ripple effects are 

expected to be 

s i g n i  c a n t . 

Increased fertiliser 

production will not 

only  s t rengthen 

N i g e r i a ' s 

agricultural value 

c h a i n  b u t  a l s o 

c r e a t e  j o b s , 

stimulate logistics, 

a n d  d e e p e n 

supply networks, 

key ingredients for 

a thriving business 

e n v i r o n m e n t  i n 

Lagos.
The partnersh ip 

further underscores 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g 

e c o n o m i c  t i e s 

between Nigeria 

and China, with 

g l o b a l  p l a y e r s 

i n c r e a s i n g l y 

viewing Lagos as a 

g a t e w a y  t o 

African markets. 

Wi th  each new 

investment,  the 

city cements its 

p o s i t i o n  a s  a 

magnet for capital 

and innovation.
As industrial giants 

l i k e  D a n g o t e 

continue to scale 

operations, Lagos 

i s  s t e a d i l y 

r e d e  n i n g 

itself—not just as a 

c o m m e r c i a l 

centre, but as a 

dynamic engine of 

l a r g e - s c a l e 

b u s i n e s s 

d e v e l o p m e n t , 

c a p a b l e  o f 

competing on a 

global stage.

Atume Terfa

Former Badagry LG Chairman Targets 
Assembly Seat 
A

 f o r m e r 

Chairman 

o f  t h e 

B a d a g r y  W e s t 

L o c a l  C o u n c i l 

D e v e l o p m e n t 

A r e a  ( L C D A ) , 

Gbenu Joseph, 

has declared his 

i n t e n t i o n  t o 

contest  fo r  the 

Lagos State House 

of Assembly seat 

r e p r e s e n t i n g 

B a d a g r y 

Constituency I.
Joseph made the 

declaration in a 

s t a t e m e n t 

anchored on the 

theme: “Renewed 

Hope, Renewed 

Energy, Renewed 

Mandate.”stating 

that his decision to 

join the race is 

driven by a long-

s t a n d i n g 

commitment to 

s e r v i c e , 

c o m m u n i t y 

development, and 

i m p a c t f u l 

leadership for the 

constituents.
"My journey has 

always been about 

s e r v i c e , 

commitment, and 

results and this is is 

n o t  a   e e t i n g 

ambit ion,  but a 

vision nurtured over 

the years,” he said.
The aspirant noted 

that his leadership 

e x p e r i e n c e  a s 

council chairman 

has equipped him 

with the capacity 

to deliver quality 

representat ion, 

a d d i n g  t h a t 

g o v e r n a n c e 

should go beyond 

l a w m a k i n g  t o 

directly impact 

the l ives of the 

people.
H e  d e s c r i b e d 

himself as a known 

and trusted gure 

a m o n g  t h e 

people, pledged 

t o  s e r v e  w i t h 

t r a n s p a r e n c y , 

dedication, and 

integrity if elected.
He also reafrmed 

his loyalty to the All 

P r o g r e s s i v e s 

Congress ,  APC, 

a n d  e x p r e s s e d 

s u p p o r t  f o r 

P r e s i d e n t  B o l a 

Tinubu, stating that 

collective efforts 

w o u l d  u s h e r  i n 

g r e a t e r 

development and 

unity in Badagry.
H e  u r g e d 

constituents and 

party stakeholders 

t o  s u p p o r t  h i s 

a s p i r a t i o n , 

emphasizing the 

need for continuity 

in  progress  and 

i n c l u s i v e 

representation.

By Felix Kuyinu

ASSEBLY
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the people, but 

rather strengthen 

thei r  col lect ive 

resolve to build a 

better community.
“ W e  m u s t 

continue to see 

ourselves as one 

p e o p l e  w i t h  a 

common destiny. 

Un i ty  and love 

r e m a i n  t h e 

bedrock of any 

m e a n i n g f u l 

development,” he 

said.
The chairman also 

used the occasion 

to commend Bola 

Ahmed Tinubu for 

what he described 

as a bold step in 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g 

local governance 

through nancial 

autonomy for local 

governments.
He noted that the 

p o l i c y  h a s 

e m p o w e r e d 

counci l s  at  the 
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T
he Chairman 

of Ikeja Local 

Government 

has concluded the 

7 t h  a n d   n a l 

e d i t i o n  o f  h i s 

Interfaith Breaking 

of Fast (Iftar) series, 

bringing together 

artisans, market 

l e a d e r s ,  a n d 

m e d i a 

practitioners in a 

show of unity and 

inclusiveness.
The event, held in 

Ikeja on Tuesday, 

attracted a wide 

r a n g e  o f 

s t a k e h o l d e r s , 

including Iyalojas 

a n d  t h e i r 

representat ives 

f r o m  v a r i o u s 

m a r k e t s , 

executives of the 

Joint Association 

of Artisans, and 

members of over 

2 5  m e d i a 

organisations.

Ikeja Concludes Interfaith Iftar 
Series with Artisans, Traders

grassroots level to 

d e l i v e r  m o r e 

e f f e c t i v e l y , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n 

Lagos State, where 

l o c a l 

administrations are 

working to improve 

service delivery.
He further called 

on  res ident s  to 

continue to pray 

for the nation, as 

well as for Babajide 

Oluso la Sanwo-

O l u ,  w h i l e 

e x p r e s s i n g 

opt imism about 

t h e  c o u n t r y ' s 

future.
T h e  e v e n t  a l s o 

featured prayers 

led by re l ig ious 

leaders, including 

Pastor Israel of the 

C h r i s t i a n 

A s s o c i a t i o n  o f 

Nigeria (CAN) in 

Ikeja and Ustaz 

Akeem Olaleye, 

w h o  o f f e r e d 

prayers for peace, 

p r o g r e s s ,  a n d 

stability in Nigeria.
T h e  c h a i r m a n 

e x p r e s s e d 

appreciation to 

t h e  r e l i g i o u s 

leaders for their 

spiritual support, 

noting that faith 

a n d  c o l l e c t i v e 

h o p e  r e m a i n 

critical in nation-

building.
H e  a l s o 

a c k n o w l e d g e d 

t h e  g o o d w i l l 

m es s a ges  f rom 

market leaders, 

a r t i s a n s ,  a n d 

members of the 

media, describing 

their support as 

encouraging and 

vital to the success 

o f  h i s 

administration.
C o m m e n d i n g 

m e d i a 

practit ioners for 

t h e i r 

professionalism, he 

noted that their 

role in promoting 

g o v e r n m e n t 

a c t i v i t i e s  a n d 

i n f o r m i n g  t h e 

public cannot be 

overstated.
T h e  c h a i r m a n 

f u r t h e r 

appreciated key 

p o l i t i c a l 

s t a k e h o l d e r s , 

including the Vice 

Chai rman,  Hon. 

Abisola Omisore; 

the Leader of the 

Legislative House, 

Hon .  Ogunseye 

Rasheed Adi sa; 

and leaders of the 

A l l  P rogres s i ves 

Congress (APC) in 

I k e j a ,  f o r  t h e i r 

continued support.
He reafrmed his 

admin i s t rat ion ' s 

commi tment  to 

i n c l u s i v e 

g o v e r n a n c e , 

p l e d g i n g  t o 

continue working 

w i t h  a l l 

s takeho lder s  to 

build a peaceful, 

u n i t e d ,  a n d 

prosperous Ikeja.
The Interfaith Iftar 

s e r i e s ,  w h i c h 

brought together 

people of different 

religious and social 

backgrounds,  i s 

widely seen as part 

o f  e f f o r t s  t o 

strengthen social 

c o h e s i o n  a n d 

promote harmony 

within the local 

government area.

Address ing the 

gather ing ,  the 

council chairman 

d e s c r i b e d  t h e 

nal edit ion as 

p a r t i c u l a r l y 

signicant, noting 

that the turnout 

r e  e c t e d  t h e 

growing spirit of 

collaboration and 

shared purpose 

among residents 

of Ikeja.
He emphasised 

the importance of 

unity, love, and 

p e a c e f u l 

c o e x i s t e n c e , 

s t r e s s i n g  t h a t 

t h e s e  v a l u e s 

remain essential 

for  susta inable 

d e v e l o p m e n t 

and progress in 

any society.
According to him, 

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n 

religion, ethnicity, 

or  background 

should not divide 
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T
he Chairman 
of Isolo Local 
C o u n c i l 

Development Area 
( L C D A ) ,  H o n . 
Olasoju Adebayo, 
has reafrmed his 
commitment  to 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
g r a s s r o o t s 
mobilization and 
collaboration with 
p o l i t i c a l 
s takeholders  to 
secure a decisive 
victory for the All 
P r o g r e s s i v e s 
Congress (APC) in 
the 2027 general 
elections.
Olasoju made the 
d e c l a r a t i o n  o n 
Wednesday while 
h o s t i n g  t h e 
leadership of the 
Renewed Hope 
Ambassadors for 
Oshodi-Isolo Local 
Government Area, 

O l a s o j u ,  R e n e w e d  H o p e 
Ambassadors Set 178,000-Vote-Target 
for Tinubu

l e d  b y  i t s 
coordinator, Mr. 
Kayode T inubu, 
during a courtesy 
visit to the council 
secretariat.
Speaking during 
the engagement, 
t h e  c o u n c i l 
c h a i r m a n 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e 
f o r t h c o m i n g 
e l e c t i o n s  a s  a 
dening moment 
for the ruling party, 
stressing that the 
r e - e l e c t i o n  o f 
P r e s i d e n t  B o l a 
A h m e d  T i n u b u 
r e m a i n s 
“sacrosanct and 
non-negotiable.”
According to him, 
the 2027 polls will 
s e r v e  a s  a 
referendum on the 
performance of 
t h e  c u r r e n t 
admin i s t ra t ion , 

n o t i n g  t h a t 
sustained unity and 
effective grassroots 
e n g a g e m e n t 
would be critical in 
consolidating the 
gains recorded so 
far.
“The 2027 general 
elections will not 
o n l y  t e s t  o u r 
strength as a party 
but also reect the 
progress we have 
made as a nation 
under  Pres ident 
B o l a  A h m e d 
T i n u b u .  H i s  r e -
e l e c t i o n  i s  a 
c o l l e c t i v e 
responsibility for all 
of us,” Olasoju said.
H e  e x p r e s s e d 
condence that 
t h e  A P C  w o u l d 
secure a landslide 
victory, citing what 
he described as 
signicant strides 

b y  t h e  T i n u b u 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
across key sectors. 
He also reafrmed 
his commitment to 
i m p l e m e n t i n g 
s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t 
w o u l d  e n s u r e 
electoral success 
within Isolo LCDA 
a n d  t h e  w i d e r 
Oshodi-Isolo axis.
O l a s o j u  f u r t h e r 
noted  that  the 
a r e a  h a s 
c o n s i s t e n t l y 
a l i g n e d  w i t h 
progressive politics 
and would once 
a g a i n  d e l i v e r 
o v e r w h e l m i n g 
suppor t  fo r  the 
APC in the next 
general elections.
“Isolo LCDA and 
Oshodi-Isolo have 
always stood rmly 
with progressive 
ideals. By 2027, we 
w i l l  a g a i n 
demonstrate our 
l o y a l t y  b y 
d e l i v e r i n g  a 

resounding victory 
for our party and 
s e c u r i n g  a l l 
available elective 
p o s i t i o n s , ”  h e 
added.
E a r l i e r ,  t h e 
coordinator of the 
Renewed Hope 
A m b a s s a d o r s , 
Kayode T inubu, 
commended the 
chairman for his 
continued support, 
descr ib ing i t  as 
instrumental to the 
group's grassroots 
efforts.
He disclosed that 
the group has set 
a n  a m b i t i o u s 
target of 178,000 
votes for President 
Tinubu in Oshodi-
Isolo, a signicant 
increase from the 
2 7 , 0 0 0  v o t e s 
recorded in the 
2023 elections.
According to him, 
t h e  t a r g e t  i s 
backed by data-
driven strategies, 

including plans to 
mobilize at least 200 
v a l i d  v o t e s  p e r 
polling unit across 
t h e  l o c a l 
government area.
“ W h i l e  s o m e 
consider the target 
a m b i t i o u s ,  o u r 
p r o j e c t i o n s  a r e 
based on veriable 
data.  Even in a 
w o r s t - c a s e 
s c e n a r i o ,  w e 
expect to secure at 
least 100,000 votes, 
w h i c h  i s  s t i l l  a 
s i g n i  c a n t 
improvement,” he 
said.
Tinubu assured that 
the group would 
work closely with 
p o l i t i c a l 
s takeho lde r s  to 
a c h i e v e  i t s 
o b j e c t i v e s  a n d 
del iver  a st rong 
showing for  the 
APC in 2027.
The meeting was 
attended by key 
o f  c i a l s  o f  t h e 
council, including 
the Deputy Leader 
of the legislative 
a r m ,  H o n . 
Babatunde Amusa; 
the Secretary to the 
Local Government, 
H o n .  M u s b a u 
Quadri; the Chief of 
Staff, Hon. Bi l ikis 
A g b a b i a k a -
Odunsi; and the 
Special Adviser on 
P o l i t i c a l  a n d 
Legislative Affairs, 
H o n .  S h e r i f f 
Adebayo, among 
others.
The engagement 
u n d e r s c o r e s 
ongoing efforts by 
party stakeholders 
at the grassroots 
level to consolidate 
political structures 
ahead of the next 
general elections.

Kehinde Adeleye 
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C
ommunity 
s e r v i c e 
took centre 

stage in Ojokoro 
L o c a l  C o u n c i l 
Development Area 
as pupils of Ijaiye-
O j o k o r o  S e n i o r 
H i g h  S c h o o l 
d e m o n s t r a t e d 
civic responsibility 
through a clean-up 
exerc i se  at  the 
council secretariat.
T h e  s t u d e n t s , 
accompanied by 
t h e i r  t e a c h e r s , 
v i s i t e d  t h e 
s e c r e t a r i a t  o n 
T u e s d a y  a n d 
e n g a g e d  i n 
s w e e p i n g  a n d 
cleaning various 
p a r t s  o f  t h e 
premises, drawing 
c o m m e n d a t i o n 

Students' Community Service 
Inspires Sanitat ion Push
in Ojokoro 

f r o m  c o u n c i l 
o f  c i a l s  a n d 
observers.
R e c e i v i n g  t h e 
p u p i l s ,  t h e 
C h a i r m a n  o f 
Ojokoro LCDA, 
H o n .  ( B a r r . ) 
O l u y e m i s i 
Adenike Ros i j i , 
p r a i s e d  t h e i r 
commitment to 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
c l e a n l i n e s s , 
describing their 
action as a model 
o f  r e s p o n s i b l e 
cit izenship and 
y o u t h 
engagement.
She noted that 
such in i t iat ives 
r e  e c t  t h e 
impor tance o f 
i n s t i l l i n g 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

consciousness and 
community values 
at an early age, 
adding that the 
s tudent s '  e f fo r t 
a l i g n s  w i t h  t h e 
broader vision of 
building a cleaner 
a n d  h e a l t h i e r 
society.
The visit also served 
as an avenue to 
r e i n f o r c e  t h e 
reintroduction of 
t h e  m o n t h l y 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
sanitation exercise 
across Lagos State. 
T h e  e x e r c i s e , 
approved by the 
state government, 
i s  scheduled to 
c o m m e n c e  o n 
April 25, 2026, and 
will hold every last 
Saturday of the 

month between 
6:30 a.m. and 8:30 
a.m.
Speaking during 
the engagement, 
Rosiji emphasised 
that environmental 
s a n i t a t i o n  i s 
essential to public 
h e a l t h  a n d 
c o m m u n i t y 
development. She 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t 
maintaining clean 
surroundings helps 
prevent disease 
o u t b r e a k s , 
r e d u c e s 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
h a z a r d s ,  a n d 
e n h a n c e s  t h e 
overall quality of 
life.
According to her, 
t h e  s a n i t a t i o n 
exercise should not 

b e  s e e n  a s  a 
routine obligation 
but as a shared 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
among residents.
S h e  u r g e d 
members of the 
c o m m u n i t y  t o 
a c t i v e l y 
participate in the 
initiative, stressing 
that achieving a 
cleaner Ojokoro 
requires collective 
e f f o r t  a n d 
s u s t a i n e d 
commitment.
R o s i j i  f u r t h e r 
encouraged the 
students to remain 
focused on their 
education while 
c o n t i n u i n g  t o 
c o n t r i b u t e 
positively to society 
t h r o u g h 
c o m m u n i t y 
s e r v i c e .  S h e 
descr ibed the i r 
c o n d u c t  a s 
e x e m p l a r y  a n d 

cal led on other 
s c h o o l s  a n d 
organisations to 
e m u l a t e  t h e i r 
initiative.
“As we prepare for 
the reintroduction 
o f  t h e  m o n t h l y 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
sanitation, this kind 
o f  i n i t i a t i v e  i s 
exactly what we 
need. When young 
people lead by 
example, it inspires 
t h e  e n t i r e 
community to act,” 
she said.
T h e  e x e r c i s e 
highlighted the role 
of youth in driving 
social change and 
r e i n f o r c e d  t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f 
c o m m u n i t y 
part ic ipat ion in 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
sustainabil ity, as 
O j o k o r o  m o v e s 
towards a cleaner 
a n d  h e a l t h i e r 
future.

Kehinde Adeleye 

P.16



w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g Monday 23rd March  - Sunday 29th March 2026 P.17

F
A
T
T
I 

RE
NT

AL
 S

ER
VI

CE
S

F
R

S

Ta
bl

es
   

Ch
ai

rs
   

Ca
no

pi
es

   
Dr

um
s

1
 P

lo
t 

C
an

op
y

1
/2

 P
lo

t 
Fe

st
iv

al
 C

an
op

y
2
0
X
4
0
 F

es
ti
va

l 
C

an
op

y
1
5
 X

 3
0
 F

es
ti
va

l 
C

an
op

y

1
2
 X

 2
0
 C

an
op

y
B

ri
d
al

 C
an

op
y

B
an

q
u
et

 T
ab

le
s

N
or

m
al

 T
ab

le
s 

&
 C

h
ai

rs

ADVERT 



w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g Monday 23rd March  - Sunday 29th March 2026IFAKO NEWS

Infrastructure Push Reshapes 
Movement, Economy in 
Ifako-Ijaiye

n e c e s s a r y  a n d 
long overdue.
The current project 
f o c u s e s  o n  a 
c o m p l e t e 
resurfacing of the 
road, along with 
s t r u c t u r a l 
reinforcement and 
i m p r o v e d 
drainage systems 
t o  e n s u r e 
durabil ity. When 
completed, i t  is 
expected to ease 
trafc congestion, 
reduce travel time, 
and improve the 
daily commuting 
e x p e r i e n c e  f o r 
t h o u s a n d s  o f 
residents.
Alongside the road 

R
esidents of 
Ifako-I jaiye 
a r e 

b e g i n n i n g  t o 
e x p e r i e n c e  a 
m a j o r  s h i f t  i n 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
development, as 
o n g o i n g  r o a d 
rehabilitation and 
a  n e w  p u b l i c 
transport initiative 
p r o m i s e  t o 
t r a n s f o r m 
movement  and 
economic activity 
across the area.
At the centre of this 
transformation is 
the rehabilitation 
and resurfacing of 
Iju Road, a critical 
r o u t e  t h a t 

connects several 
busy communities 
i n c l u d i n g  I j u -
I shaga,  Abu le -
Egba, Agege, and 
p a r t s  o f 
n e i g h b o u r i n g 
Ogun State.
For years, the road 
has served as a 
v i t a l  l i n k  f o r 
c o m m u t e r s , 
t r a d e r s ,  a n d 
t r a n s p o r t 
o p e r a t o r s . 
H o w e v e r , 
constant use and 
rapid population 
g r o w t h  h a v e 
taken a toll on its 
condition, making 
t h e  o n g o i n g 
u p g r a d e  b o t h 

rehabil itation is 
the introduction of 
the Quality Bus 
Corr idor  (QBC) 
a l o n g  t h e 
Iju–Agege–Abule-
Egba ax i s .  The 
initiative is part of 
L a g o s  S t a t e ' s 
broader effort to 
modernise urban 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
and make public 
t r a n s i t  m o r e 
e f  c i e n t  a n d 
reliable.
The QBC system is 
d e s i g n e d  t o 
i m p r o v e  b u s 
o p e r a t i o n s  b y 
u p g r a d i n g 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
a l o n g  m a j o r 

routes.  P lanned 
i m p r o v e m e n t s 
include better bus 
s t o p s ,  s a f e r 
p e d e s t r i a n 
w a l k w a y s , 
improved trafc 
s i g n a l 
coordination, and 
enhanced safety 
measures for road 
users.
For commuters, this 
means faster and 
more predictable 
travel, while also 
r e d u c i n g 
congestion along 
one of the busiest 
cor r idors  in  the 
area.
B e y o n d 
transportation, the 
p r o j e c t s  a r e 
e x p e c t e d  t o 
s t i m u l a t e 
economic growth. 
I m p r o v e d  r o a d 
c o n d i t i o n s  w i l l 
make it easier for 
goods and services 
to move across 
c o m m u n i t i e s , 
beneting traders, 
s m a l l  b u s i n e s s 
o w n e r s ,  a n d 
t r a n s p o r t 
operators.
L o w e r  v e h i c l e 
m a i n t e n a n c e 
costs, shorter travel 
t i m e s ,  a n d 
i n c r e a s e d 
e f  c i e n c y  a r e 
among the key 
benets residents 
a r e  a l r e a d y 
looking forward to.
The development 
h a s  a l s o  b e e n 
l i n k e d  t o  t h e 
legislative efforts of 
T e m i t o p e 
A d e w a l e ,  w h o 
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e 
constituency in the 
Lagos State House 
of Assembly and 

chairs the House 
C o m m i t t e e  o n 
Transportation. His 
a d v o c a c y  a n d 
engagement with 
relevant agencies 
have helped bring 
a t t e n t i o n  a n d 
support to long-
s t a n d i n g 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
needs in the area.
Through sustained 
collaboration with 
g o v e r n m e n t 
stakeholders, the 
p r o j e c t s  h a v e 
g a i n e d 
m o m e n t u m , 
ensuring that Ifako-
Ijaiye is included in 
L a g o s  S t a t e ' s 
broader plan to 
bui ld a modern 
a n d  w e l l -
c o n n e c t e d 
megacity.
Urban experts note 
that  combin ing 
road rehabilitation 
w i th  s t ruc tu red 
publ ic transport 
systems l ike the 
Q B C  i s  k e y  t o 
b u i l d i n g  a 
s u s t a i n a b l e 
transport network.
For many residents, 

the changes go 

beyond physical 

infrastructure. They 

r e p r e s e n t 

improved mobility, 

s t r o n g e r  l o c a l 

economies, and a 

better quality of 

life.
As work continues, 

there is growing 

o p t i m i s m  t h a t 

t h e s e 

developments will 

m a r k  t h e 

beginning of a new 

phase of growth 

and transformation 

for Ifako-Ijaiye.

Kehinde Adeleye 
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Malaria Awareness: Jide Kosoko 
Visits Orile Agege Primary School

their health.
W i t h  a  s t u d e n t 
p o p u l a t i o n  o f 
about 987, Orile 
A g e g e  P r i m a r y 
School is one of the 
prominent public 
s c h o o l s  i n  t h e 
A g e g e  a r e a , 
k n o w n  f o r  i t s 
achievements in 
both academic 

V
e t e r a n 

Nollywood 
actor Jide 

Kosoko has taken 
the ght against 
m a l a r i a  t o  t h e 
g r a s s r o o t s , 
engaging pupils of 
O r i l e  A g e g e 
Primary School in 
a n  a w a r e n e s s 
campaign aimed 
a t  p r o m o t i n g 
prevent ion and 
healthy living.
The v is i t ,  which 
t o o k  p l a c e  i n 
Lagos, focused on 
educating young 
pupils about the 
dangers of malaria 
and the simple but 
e f fect i ve  s teps 
needed to prevent 
the disease, which 
remains one of the 
m o s t  c o m m o n 
health challenges 
in Nigeria.
D u r i n g  t h e 
interactive session, 
Kosoko engaged 
both pupils and 
teachers, using his 
inuence to pass 
across key health 
m e s s a g e s  i n  a 
r e l a t a b l e  a n d 
impactful way. He 
emphasised the 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f 
cleanliness, proper 
sanitation, and the 
use of preventive 
measures such as 
m o s q u i t o  n e t s , 
encouraging the 
c h i l d r e n  t o 
b e c o m e 
a d v o c a t e s  o f 
g o o d  h e a l t h 
practices in their 
homes.
H i s  p r e s e n c e 

b r o u g h t 
excitement to the 
s c h o o l 
community, with 
many pupils visibly 
inspi red by the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o 
learn from a well-
k n o w n  p u b l i c 
gure while also 
gaining valuable 
knowledge about 

a n d 
ex t racu r r icu la r 
a c t i v i t i e s , 
including debate 
competitions.
School authorities 
described the visit 
a s  t i m e l y  a n d 
impactful, noting 
t h a t  s u c h 
in i t ia t ives  he lp 

br idge the gap 
b e t w e e n 
e d u c a t i o n  a n d 
health awareness 
a m o n g  y o u n g 
learners.
S p e a k i n g  o n 
b e h a l f  o f  t h e 
s c h o o l ,  t h e 
headteacher, Mrs. 
O y e y o d e , 
expressed deep 

appreciat ion to 
Kosoko and h i s 
team for choosing 
the school as part 
of the campaign.
S h e  a l s o 
a c k n o w l e d g e d 
the support of the 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
U n i v e r s a l  B a s i c 
Education Board 
(SUBEB) and the 
A g e g e  L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t 
E d u c a t i o n 
Authority for their 
col laboration in 
m a k i n g  t h e 
p r o g r a m m e  a 
success.
According to her, 
the campaign has 
not only educated 
the pupils but also 
mot ivated both 
staff and students 
to take malar ia 
prevention more 
seriously.
S h e  f u r t h e r 

commended the 

campaign team 

for their dedication 

t o  s p r e a d i n g 

awareness, noting 

that their efforts are 

m a k i n g  a 

m e a n i n g f u l 

difference in the 

community.
T h e  i n i t i a t i v e 

h i g h l i g h t s  t h e 

i m p o r t a n c e  o f 

community-based 

health education, 

especially among 

c h i l d r e n ,  a s 

s t a k e h o l d e r s 

continue to push 

f o r  s t r o n g e r 

awareness  and 

p r e v e n t i v e 

m e a s u r e s  t o 

reduce the burden 

of malaria across 

Nigeria.

Kehinde Adeleye
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Jakande Pledges Commitment 
To Transparent Governance

r e a f  r m e d  h i s 

u n w a v e r i n g 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o 

t r a n s p a r e n t , 

accountable, and 

people-centered 

leadership.

"As your Executive 

Chairman, I reafrm 

my commitment to 

service with integrity, 

T
he Chairman of 

O d i -

Olowo/Ojuwoy

e  L o c a l  C o u n c i l 

Development Area 

( LCDA) ,  D r .  Sey i 

J a k a n d e ,  h a s 

publicly dedicated 

a  p r e s t i g i o u s 

L e a d e r s h i p 

Recognition Award 

to the residents of 

t h e  c o u n c i l , 

describing it as a 

s h a r e d 

a c h i e v e m e n t 

rooted in collective 

t r u s t  a n d 

participation.

T h e  a w a r d , 

p r e s e n t e d  b y 

R o o t s W a t c h 

M a g a z i n e , 

r e c o g n i z e s  t h e 

L C D A ' s  n o t a b l e 

advancements in 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

d e v e l o p m e n t , 

c o m m u n i t y 

empowerment, and 

t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f 

e x p a n d e d 

e c o n o m i c  a n d 

social opportunities 

for residents under 

D r .  J a k a n d e ' s 

leadership.

I n  a  s t a t e m e n t 

f o l l o w i n g  t h e 

announcement, Dr. 

J a k a n d e 

emphasized that the 

honor belongs to the 

people rather than 

himself alone.

"This award is not 

m i n e  a l o n e ;  i t 

belongs to every 

resident whose trust, 

s u p p o r t ,  a n d 

e n c o u r a g e m e n t 

continue to inspire 

our daily work. Your 

v o i c e s ,  y o u r 

choices, and your 

faith in our shared 

vision are the true 

foundation of this 

recognition."

H i g h l i g h t i n g  h i s 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s 

core principles, the 

c h a i r m a n 

transparency, and 

vision," he said.

H e  p o i n t e d  t o 

recent init iat ives 

s u c h  a s  t h e 

l a n d m a r k 

s i m u l t a n e o u s 

s t a k e h o l d e r s ' 

m e e t i n g s  h e l d 

across all nine wards 

for the 2026 Budget 

of Sustainability as 

p r a c t i c a l 

demonstrations of 

openness ,  where 

r e s i d e n t s '  d i r e c t 

i n p u t s  s h a p e d 

p r i o r i t i e s  a n d 

resource allocation.

Jakande assured 

constituents that the 

award would serve 

as fresh motivation to 

accelerate progress. 

“Together, we will 

continue to move 

forward wi th  the 

H E W A  A g e n d a 

s e r v i c e  t o  t h e 

people, prosperity 

for all."

By Saheed Afolabi 
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C
hairman of 

Mushin LG, 

M r 

T u n b o s u n  A r u w e 

believes available 

access to electricity 

will boost economic 

growth and business 

activities to meet the 

d e m a n d s  o f  t h e 

community.

In a signicant boost 

to rel iable power 

Electricity Boosts Economy Growth
 - Aruwe

s u p p l y ,  A r u w e 

in s ta l led  a  new 

transformer serving 

the Oke Mush in 

a r e a .  T h e 

transformer benets 

residents along Wey 

Street, Oguntoye 

Street,  Moroluke 

S t r e e t ,  p a r t s  o f 

Dakob i r i  S t ree t , 

Market Street, Ojo 

Road, and sections 

o f  O l u f u n m i l a y o 

Street.

T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e 

c a p t u r e s  t h e 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s 

ongoing dedication 

t o  u p g r a d i n g 

infrastructure and 

delivering tangible 

improvements  in 

p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s 

throughout Mushin.

P r e v i o u s l y , 

h o u s e h o l d s  a n d 

bus inesses in the 

a r e a  e n d u r e d 

f rust rat ing power 

o u t a g e s ,  o f t e n 

e x p e r i e n c i n g 

electricity for only 

one day followed by 

a full day without 

l i g h t .  T h e  n e w 

t r a n s f o r m e r 

a d d r e s s e s  t h i s 

challenge head-on, 

providing a more 

stable, consistent, 

a n d  r e l i a b l e 

electricity supply for 

the community.

The upgrade is set to 

transform daily life by 

enhanc ing l i v ing 

conditions, enabling 

small businesses to 

o p e r a t e  m o r e 

e f  c i e n t l y ,  a n d 

supporting essential 

activities that rely on 

uninterrupted power.

Aruwe highlighted 

the critical role of 

d e p e n d a b l e 

electricity in driving 

economic progress 

a n d  s u s t a i n i n g 

livelihoods. 

He reaf rmed h i s 

administration's focus 

on people-centered 

projects that directly 

u p l i f t  r e s i d e n t s ' 

quality of life, noting 

t h a t  t r a n s f o r m e r 

installations form part 

of wider efforts to 

bolster community 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 

s t i m u l a t e  l o c a l 

c o m m e r c e ,  a n d 

improve essent ia l 

services.

C o m m u n i t y 

members and local 

leaders have warmly 

w e l c o m e d  t h e 

intervention, praising 

i t  a s  t i m e l y , 

t h o u g h t f u l ,  a n d 

highly impactful with 

positive ripple effects 

e x p e c t e d  a c r o s s 

economic activities 

and  even  pub l ic 

health in the area.

T h e  C h a i r m a n 

reassured Mush in 

r e s i d e n t s  o f  h i s 

c o n t i n u e d 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o 

p r i o r i t i z i n g 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

development, social 

w e l f a r e ,  a n d 

sustainable progress 

across  the ent i re 

local government.

By Saheed Afolabi 
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Gbenu Calls On Badagry 
Residents To Support His LAHA 
Ambition 
F

o r m e r 

chai rman of 

Badagry West 

L C D A ,  G b e n u 

Joseph has called 

for the backings of 

r e s i d e n t s  a s  h e 

r e v e a l e d  h i s 

a m b i t i o n  o f 

c o n t e s t i n g  t o 

represent Badagry 

constituency 1 in the 

Lagos State House 

Of Assembly (LAHA) 

u n d e r  t h e  A l l 

P r o g r e s s i v e 

Congress (APC).

Gbenu has ofcially 

a n n o u n c e d  h i s 

ambition to contest 

for the Lagos State 

House of Assembly 

seat representing 

B a d a g r y 

Constituency I.

He explained that 

his decision stems 

from a deep-rooted 

passion for public 

service, grassroots 

development, and 

effective leadership 

t h a t  d e l i v e r s 

tangible results. 

“My entire journey 

has been dened by 

d e d i c a t i o n  t o 

service, unwavering 

commitment, and 

proven outcomes. 

This is not a sudden 

p u r s u i t  b u t  a 

carefully nurtured 

v i s ion  bu i l t  ove r 

many years ,”  he 

stated.

Drawing from his 

successful tenure as 

council chairman, 

Gbenu emphasized 

that his hands-on 

experience in local 

governance has 

prepared him to 

provide exceptional 

representation at 

the state level. He 

s t r e s s e d  t h a t 

lawmakers must go 

b e y o n d  p a s s i n g 

l e g i s l a t i o n  t o 

actively improve the 

d a i l y  l i v e s  o f 

constituents through 

p r a c t i c a l 

interventions and 

people-centered 

policies.

Gbenu promised to 

uphold the highest 

s t a n d a r d s  o f 

t r a n s p a r e n c y , 

d e d i c a t i o n ,  a n d 

integrity if given the 

mandate.

T h e  a s p i r a n t 

r e a f  r m e d  h i s 

steadfast loyalty to 

the All Progressives 

Congress (APC) and 

v o i c e d  s t r o n g 

support for President 

Bola Ahmed Tinubu, 

noting that united 

efforts  under th is 

leadersh ip would 

drive accelerated 

progress, harmony, 

and prosperity for 

Badagry.

He cal led on the 

people of Badagry 

Constituency I, party 

l e a d e r s ,  a n d 

stakeholders to rally 

b e h i n d  h i s  b i d , 

h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e 

i m p o r t a n c e  o f 

s u s t a i n i n g 

m o m e n t u m  i n 

development while 

e n s u r i n g  t r u l y 

i n c l u s i v e 

representation.

Gbenu is positioning 

himself to vie for the 

B a d a g r y 

Constituency I seat in 

t h e  L a g o s  S t a t e 

House of Assembly 

during the upcoming 

electoral cycle.

By Saheed Afolabi 
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Onimeke Commends Tinubu 
For Strengthening Traditional 
Institution 

A h m e d  T i n u b u ' s 

R e n e w e d  H o p e 

P a l l i a t i v e 

p r o g r a m m e .  T h e 

init iat ive seeks to 

ease the burden of 

ongoing economic 

d i f  c u l t i e s  o n 

v u l n e r a b l e 

households across 

the area.

The event reached 

several communities, 

including Mosafejo, 

Aradagun,  I lado, 

a n d  I m e k e . 

B e n e  c i a r i e s , 

selected based on 

g e n u i n e  n e e d , 

r e c e i v e d  f o o d 

supp l ie s  to  he lp 

meet  the i r  da i l y 

needs.

D u r i n g  t h e 

d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  t h e 

monarch praised 

President Tinubu for 

recognising the vital 

role of traditional 

r u l e r s  i n 

gove rnance.  He 

highlighted how this 

p a r t n e r s h i p 

s t r e n g t h e n s  t i e s 

b e t w e e n  t h e 

government and 

g r a s s r o o t s 

c o m m u n i t i e s , 

e n a b l i n g  m o r e 

effective delivery of 

s u p p o r t 

programmes.

“ A s  t r a d i t i o n a l 

leader s ,  we l i ve 

among the people 

a n d  u n d e r s t a n d 

their circumstances 

best,” Oba Ogabi 

said.

“ T h i s  a p p r o a c h 

revives hope and 

ensures assistance 

reaches those who 

truly need it.”

The monarch also 

e n c o u r a g e d 

r e s i d e n t s  t o 

participate actively 

in the democratic 

p r o c e s s  b y 

c o l l e c t i n g  t h e i r 

Permanent Voter 

Cards (PVCs) during 

t h e  o n g o i n g 

registration exercise. 

He described the 

P V C  a s  a  k e y 

i n s t r u m e n t  f o r 

citizens to inuence 

leadership choices 

a n d  u r g e d 

continued backing 

for President Tinubu 

as the 2027 general 

elections approach.

B e n e  c i a r i e s 

expressed gratitude 

f o r  t h e  t i m e l y 

intervention. One 

rec ip ien t ,  Shade 

Adelabu, thanked 

both the monarch 

a n d  t h e  F e d e r a l 

G o v e r n m e n t  f o r 

prioritising grassroots 

communities, adding 

that  the  suppor t 

would signicantly 

relieve hardship for 

many families.
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H
i s  R o y a l 

Majesty, Oba 

A b r a h a m 

Ogabi, the Onimeke 

of Imeke Kingdom 

h a s  l a u d e d  t h e 

President of Nigeria, 

B o l a  T i n u b u  f o r 

strengthening the 

country's traditional 

institution.

T h e  m o n a r c h 

r e c e n t l y  l e d  t h e 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f 

essential food items 

t o  r e s i d e n t s  o f 

Badagry as part of 

P r e s i d e n t  B o l a 

By Saheed Afolabi 
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strengthen waste 

management and 

e n s u r e  t h a t 

communities within 

Egbe–Id imu are 

s a f e  a n d 

c o n d u c i v e  f o r 

residents.
S o  f a r ,  t h e 

sanitat ion team 

has cleared several 

r e f u s e  d u m p s 

across st rategic 

areas, helping to 

restore order  in 

places previously 

a f f e c t e d  b y 

i n d i s c r i m i n a t e 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g Monday 23rd March  - Sunday 29th March 2026ALIMOSHO NEWS

T
he Chairman 

of Egbe–Idimu 

L C D A ,  I d r i s 

B a l o g u n ,  h a s 

stepped up efforts 

t o  t a c k l e  p o o r 

waste disposal in 

the area with a 

large-scale clean-

u p  o p e r a t i o n 

a i m e d  a t 

i m p r o v i n g 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

health.
Balogun, popularly 

known as Oluomo 

Kafata, recently 

deployed a newly 

Egbe–Idimu Clamps Down on 
Indiscriminate Dumping 

acquired waste 

c o m p a c t o r  t o 

clear refuse from 

major roads and 

k e y  l o c a t i o n s 

a c r o s s  t h e 

council.
Speaking on the 

initiative, he said 

m a i n t a i n i n g  a 

clean and healthy 

e n v i r o n m e n t 

r e m a i n s  a  t o p 

p r i o r i t y  f o r  h i s 

administration.
According to him, 

the move is part of 

a broader plan to 

waste disposal.
T h e  c h a i r m a n 

noted that beyond 

clearing waste, the 

in i t iat ive is  also 

a b o u t 

e n c o u r a g i n g  a 

c u l t u r e  o f 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

among residents.
He stressed that 

t h e  g o a l  i s  t o 

ensure that every 

part of the LCDA 

r e  e c t s  t h e 

s t a n d a r d s  o f  a 

modern and well-

m a n a g e d 

community.
T h e  c l e a n - u p 

exercise is being 

carried out with the 

s u p p o r t  o f  k e y 

ofcials, including 

V i c e  C h a i r m a n 

Omotayo Ayinde, 

C h i e f  o f  S t a f f 

L u k m o n  I d o w u , 

and the Secretary 

t o  t h e  L o c a l 

G o v e r n m e n t , 

Semiu.
Members of the 

legislative arm, led 

by Anike Hassan, 

have also backed 

t h e  i n i t i a t i v e , 

contributing to its 

smooth execution.
R e s i d e n t s  h a v e 

been urged to play 

t h e i r  p a r t  b y 

disposing of waste 

p r o p e r l y  a n d 

cooperating with 

s a n i t a t i o n 

authorities, as the 

council continues 

its drive to build a 

c l e a n e r  a n d 

h e a l t h i e r 

environment for all.

Kehinde Adeleye

Kehinde Adeleye

Kehinde Adeleye
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I
n  a  s h o w  o f 

c o m p a s s i o n 

a n d  p e o p l e -

f o c u s e d 

leader sh ip ,  the 

C h a i r m a n  o f 

A l imosho  Loca l 

G o v e r n m e n t , 

Akinpelu Ibrahim 

Johnson, has rolled 

out a humanitarian 

initiative to support 

widows across the 

community.
The programme, 

held at the council 

s e c r e t a r i a t  i n 

Akowonjo, brought 

t o g e t h e r 

c o m m u n i t y 

Alimosho LG Rolls Out Welfare 
Support for Widows

l e a d e r s , 

stakeholders, and 

beneciaries in an 

atmosphere of 

s o l i d a r i t y  a n d 

care.
Speaking at the 

e v e n t ,  t h e 

c h a i r m a n 

explained that 

the initiative goes 

beyond sharing 

f o o d  i t e m s , 

describing it as 

part of a broader 

effort to ensure 

i n c l u s i v e 

governance and 

i m p r o v e  t h e 

w e l f a r e  o f 

vulnerable groups.
According to him, 

governance must 

remain centred on 

the people, with 

deliberate actions 

taken to ensure 

that no one is left 

behind, especially 

t h o s e  f a c i n g 

e c o n o m i c  a n d 

social challenges.
He paid tribute to 

w i d o w s , 

acknowledg ing 

their strength and 

r e s i l i e n c e  a s 

m o t h e r s , 

caregivers,  and 

c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o 

society despite the 

hardships many of 

them endure.
J o h n s o n  n o t e d 

that the support 

programme is one 

of several steps his 

administration is 

taking to cushion 

t h e  e f f e c t s  o f 

e c o n o m i c 

d i f  c u l t i e s  o n 

res idents ,  whi le 

a l s o  w o r k i n g 

toward long-term 

e m p o w e r m e n t 

opportunities.
Ad d res s i ng  the 

b e n e  c i a r i e s 

d i r e c t l y ,  h e 

encouraged them 

to remain hopeful, 

assuring them that 

the government 

wi l l  cont inue to 

s t a n d  b y  t h e m 

through targeted 

i n t e r v e n t i o n s 

a i m e d  a t 

improv ing  the i r 

living conditions.
Also speaking, the 

Council Manager, 

Idowu Ban joko, 

p r a i s e d  t h e 

c h a i r m a n ' s 

leadership style, 

not ing that  the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

remains committed 

to the welfare of 

b o t h  c o u n c i l 

w o r k e r s  a n d 

residents.
The event ended 

o n  a  n o t e  o f 

appreciation, with 

t h e  c h a i r m a n 

thanking partners 

and stakeholders 

for their support 

a n d  c a l l i n g  f o r 

c o n t i n u e d 

col laboration to 

b u i l d  a  m o r e 

i n c l u s i v e  a n d 

s u p p o r t i v e 

c o m m u n i t y  i n 

Alimosho.

Kehinde Adeleye
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Akinpelu Johnson Pledges 
Support as Police Seek 
Operational Boost

T
he Chairman 

of  Al imosho 

L o c a l 

G o v e r n m e n t , 

Akinpelu Ibrahim 

J o h n s o n ,  h a s 

r e a f  r m e d  h i s 

commitment  to 

improving security 

i n  t h e  a r e a 

f o l l o w i n g  a 

m e e t i n g  w i t h 

s e n i o r  p o l i c e 

ofcers.
The council boss 

received the Area 

'M' Commander, 

T o k u n b o 

A b a n i w o n d a , 

a l o n g s i d e 

Divisional Police 

Ofcers under the 

command, during 

a courtesy visit on 

Wednesday.
Speaking during 

t h e  v i s i t , 

A b a n i w o n d a 

commended the 

chairman for his 

continued support 

to the police but 

a p p e a l e d  f o r 

a d d i t i o n a l 

a s s i s t a n c e , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n 

p r o v i d i n g 

o p e r a t i o n a l 

vehicles.
She explained that 

mobility remains a 

major challenge 

f o r  o f  c e r s , 

e s p e c i a l l y  i n 

responding quickly 

to emergencies 

a c r o s s 

communities such 

as Shasha and 

Gowon Estate.
T h e  p o l i c e 

commander also 

raised concerns 

over rising cases 

of  cu l t i sm and 

other social vices, 

s t r e s s i n g  t h a t 

t a c k l i n g  s u c h 

i s sues  requ i re s 

s t r o n g e r 

collaboration and 

adequate logistics.
According to her, 

w i t h o u t  p r o p e r 

equ ipment  and 

s u p p o r t ,  i t 

b e c o m e s 

i n c r e a s i n g l y 

difcult for ofcers 

to effectively carry 

out their duties.
R e s p o n d i n g , 

Johnson assured 

the police of his 

admin i s t rat ion ' s 

readiness to meet 

their needs, noting 

t h a t  s e c u r i t y 

r e m a i n s  a  t o p 

priority for the local 

government.
He said the request 

for support had 

been noted and 

w o u l d  b e 

addressed soon, 

r e a f  r m i n g  h i s 

campaign promise 

to protect lives and 

proper ty  in  the 

area.
The chairman also 

urged the police to 

intensify efforts in 

t a c k l i n g  d r u g 

abuse, which he 

desc r ibed as  a 

growing concern in 

the community.
He revealed plans 

to push for stricter 

m e a s u r e s , 

i n c l u d i n g 

advocating laws 

that would allow 

authorities to seize 

o r  d e m o l i s h 

properties used for 

the sale of hard 

drugs.
Johnson added 

t h a t  h i s 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

would continue to 

work closely with 

security agencies 

a t  a l l  l e v e l s  t o 

ensure peace and 

s t a b i l i t y  a c r o s s 

Alimosho.

Kehinde Adeleye
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a m o n g  y o u n g 

learners through a 

series of interactive 

a n d  c r e a t i v e 

activities designed 

to inspire positivity.
Members of the 

club who attended 

the programme 

i n c l u d e d  t h e 

Immediate Past 
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T
he Ikorodu 

P e c u l i a r 

Lions Club on 

W e d n e s d a y 

commemorated 

International Day 

of Happiness with 

a special outreach 

p r o g r a m m e 

involving pupils of 

B u n m y t - R e m y t 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Model School at 

the Oshodi  Art 

Gallery.
The event  was 

o r g a n i s e d  t o 

p r o m o t e  j o y , 

we l lbe ing  and 

c o m m u n i t y 

e n g a g e m e n t 

P res ident ,  L ion 

Aminat Sanusi, as 

well as Lion Aluko, 

Lion Chijioke and 

L i o n  G a n i y a t 

Oshodi. The club 

m e m b e r s 

interacted with 

the  pup i l s  and 

encouraged them 

t o  e m b r a c e 

h a p p i n e s s , 

kindness and social 

responsibility.
O r g a n i s e r s 

d e s c r i b e d  t h e 

outreach as part of 

the club's ongoing 

commi tment  to 

community service 

a n d  y o u t h 

d e v e l o p m e n t , 

n o t i n g  t h a t 

p r o m o t i n g 

h a p p i n e s s  a n d 

e m o t i o n a l 

wellbeing among 

children plays a 

vital role in building 

a healthier  and 

more supportive 

society.

Ikorodu Peculiar Lions Club Marks 
World Happiness Day  
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r e p e n t a n c e . 

Nobody is perfect 

before God, but 

we should str ive 

t o w a r d s 

perfection. During 

this Lenten season, 

our people must 

seek God and pray 

along with their 

fasting. When this is 

done s incere ly , 

there will be a total 

turnaround in their 

lives,” he said.
He explained that 

the  v i s i t  to  the 

p a l a c e  w a s  t o 

i n f o r m  t h e 

traditional ruler and 

t h e  p e o p l e  o f 

Ikorodu about the 

presence of the 

church leadership 

in the community 
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T
he Primate of 

The Af r ican 

C h u r c h , 

A u g u s t i n e  A . 

O d u f u w a ,  h a s 

c a l l e d  o n 

Christians to go 

beyond fas t ing 

during the Lenten 

s e a s o n  b y 

e n g a g i n g  i n 

sincere prayers for 

repentance and 

spiritual renewal.
Primate Odufuwa 

made the appeal 

on  Wednesday 

wh i le  speak ing 

w i th  jou rna l i s t s 

during a courtesy 

v i s i t  by  church 

l e a d e r s  t o  t h e 

p a l a c e  o f  t h e 

K a b i r  A d e w a l e 

Shotobi in Ikorodu. 

The visit formed 

part of activities 

surrounding the 

General Council 

Meeting of The 

Afr ican Church 

hold ing at  The 

Afr ican Church 

Bethel Cathedral.
According to the 

P r i m a t e ,  t h e 

Lenten season is a 

p e r i o d  f o r 

r e  e c t i o n  a n d 

r e p e n t a n c e , 

urging Christians 

to accompany 

their fasting with 

earnest prayers 

a n d  a 

commitment to 

s p i r i t u a l 

transformation.
“ T h i s  t i m e  o f 

f a s t i n g  i s  f o r 

a n d  t o  s e e k 

prayers  for  the 

succes s  o f  the 

meeting.
“The main reason 

for visiting Kabiyesi 

was to inform him 

t h a t  w e  a r e 

a round and to 

pray with him, his 

ch ie f s  and the 

good people of 

Ikorodu. We were 

warmly received 

by the Kabiyesi,” 

he added.
Primate Odufuwa 

a l so  exp la ined 

that the gathering 

of Archbishops, 

Bishops and other 

o f  c e r s  o f  t h e 

church in Ikorodu 

was part of the 

denominat ion ' s 

r e g u l a r 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

meetings where 

reports from various 

d i o c e s e s  a n d 

p r o v i n c e s  a r e 

reviewed and key 

issues affecting the 

c h u r c h  a r e 

discussed.
H e  u s e d  t h e 

opportunity to urge 

members of the 

church to remain 

focused on God 

despite internal 

misunderstandings, 

noting that unity 

and truth would 

ultimately prevail.
“Chr i s t  i s  never 

divided. No matter 

how l ies y, the 

t ru th  w i l l  su re ly 

overtake them. We 

believe that the 

light will prevail in 

T h e  A f r i c a n 

Church,” he said.
W e l c o m i n g  t h e 

d e l e g a t i o n  o n 

b e h a l f  o f  t h e 

monarch,  Chief 

E m m a n u e l 

O l u w a f e m i 

Onafowokan, the 

A r o  o f  I k o r o d u 

K i n g d o m , 

appreciated the 

leadership of The 

African Church for 

t h e  v i s i t  a n d 

acknowledged the 

c h u r c h ' s 

contributions to the 

s p i r i t u a l , 

educational and 

s o c i a l 

development of 

t h e  I k o r o d u 

community.
T h e  G e n e r a l 

Council Meeting 

w h i c h  h e l d  o n 

March 18 to 19, 

2 0 2 6 ,  b r o u g h t 

together  sen io r 

c l e r g y  a n d  l a y 

l e a d e r s  o f  t h e 

c h u r c h  t o 

d e l i b e r a t e  o n 

matters affecting 

the denomination. 

According to the 

Chairman of the 

Local Organising 

Commit tee,  Mr . 

Seyi Adelabu, the 

meeting featured 

s e s s i o n s  o f  t h e 

Primate Advisory 

Board comprising 

past and present 

p r i m a t e s ,  l a y 

p r e s i d e n t s , 

a r c h b i s h o p s , 

bishops and other 

key ofcers of the 

church.

Primate Odufuwa Urges Christians
to Combine Fasting with Prayer 
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structure.
According to Hon. 

Abiodun, work has 

now resumed on 

t h e  p r o j e c t 

f o l l o w i n g  t h e 

intervention of the 

O f  c e  o f  R u r a l 

Development and 

an agreement that 

t h e  c o n t r a c t o r 

would adjust the 

design to address 

t h e  c o n c e r n s 

r a i s e d  b y  t h e 

community.
“Now that they are 

back on site, I will 

c o n t i n u e  t o 

m o n i t o r  t h e 

progress  o f  the 

project. I will visit 

regularly to ensure 

that the contractor 

de l i ve r s  qua l i t y 

work and that the 

p r o j e c t  i s 

completed with 

the funds released 
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T
he lawmaker 

representing 

I k o r o d u 

Const i tuency I I , 

A r o  M o s h o o d 

A b i o d u n ,  h a s 

e x p r e s s e d 

dissatisfaction with 

the slow pace of 

work on the 1.1-

kilometre Ilupeju 

Road project in 

Ijede, urging the 

c o n t r a c t o r 

h a n d l i n g  t h e 

project to ensure 

quality execution 

a n d  t i m e l y 

delivery.
H o n .  A b i o d u n , 

popularly known 

as AMA, gave the 

directive during an 

o n - t h e - s p o t 

inspection of the 

road project in 

I jede, which he 

facilitated last year 

through the Lagos 

S ta te  Ofce  o f 

R u r a l 

Development.
T h e  p r o j e c t 

i n v o l v e s  t h e 

const ruct ion of 

drainage systems 

on both sides of 

t h e  r o a d 

beginning near 

t h e  I j e d e 

C e m e t e r y  a n d 

extending into the 

I l u p e j u 

c o m m u n i t y , 

a l o n g s i d e  t h e 

rehabil itation of 

the road.
The construction, 

w h i c h 

commenced in 

June last year and 

w a s  i n i t i a l l y 

s c h e d u l e d  f o r 

completion within 

1 2  m o n t h s , 

e x p e r i e n c e d 

d e l a y s  a f t e r 

d i sagreements 

arose between 

the  lawmaker , 

residents and the 

contractor over 

the design of the 

drainage system. 

R e s i d e n t s  h a d 

o p p o s e d  t h e 

contractor's plan 

to construct the 

drainage deep 

into the ground on 

one side of the 

r o a d  a f t e r 

sections of the 

road surface were 

removed to align 

with the drainage 

by the Lagos State 

Government,” he 

said.
T h e  l a w m a k e r 

explained that the 

initial delay was 

d u e  t o  h i s 

insistence that the 

d r a i n a g e  b e 

constructed in a 

way that would 

n o t  e n d a n g e r 

r e s i d e n t s ' 

properties or make 

access to homes 

difcult.
“What caused the 

d e l a y  w a s  m y 

disagreement with 

the contractor to 

c u t  d o w n  t h e 

s u r f a c e  o f  t h e 

road to the level of 

t h e  d e e p 

d r a i n a g e  t h e y 

c o n s t r u c t e d . 

Residents and I 

objected to this, 

and they have 

n o w  a g r e e d  t o 

a d j u s t  t h e 

drainage to the 

level of the road,” 

he added.
He also assured 

residents that the 

s e c t i o n  o f  t h e 

d r a i n a g e 

constructed deep 

into the ground 

would be properly 

covered to ensure 

safety.
W h i l e 

commending the 

resumption of work, 

t h e  l a w m a k e r 

u r g e d  t h e 

c o n t r a c t o r  t o 

increase the pace 

of construction in 

order to meet the 

new completion 

t i m e l i n e  o f 

December 2026. 

He also called for 

p a l l i a t i v e 

m e a s u r e s , 

including grading 

and leveling the 

road, to make it 

more accessible for 

r e s i d e n t s  w h i l e 

c o n s t r u c t i o n 

continues.
Engineers at the 

site explained that 

construction was 

temporarily halted 

a f t e r  t e c h n i c a l 

i s s u e s  w e r e 

identied in the 

drainage structure. 

They noted that the 

project has now 

r e s u m e d  w i t h 

m o d i  c a t i o n s 

made to address 

t h e  e a r l i e r 

challenges.
T h e  e n g i n e e r s 

a s s u r e d  t h e 

l a w m a k e r  a n d 

community leaders 

that the drainage 

h a s  b e e n  r e -

proled to ensure 

effective ow of 

wastewater and 

that all necessary 

c o n s t r u c t i o n 

m a t e r i a l s  a r e 

already available 

on site.
T h e y  f u r t h e r 

c o n  r m e d  t h a t 

alternative routes 

h a v e  b e e n 

c r e a t e d  f o r 

residents to ease 

movement during 

the construction 

period while work 

continues toward 

complet ing the 

road project.

Lawmaker Charges Contractor 
on Timely Delivery of Ilupeju Road  
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development in 

Igbogbo/Bayeku 

LCDA,” he said.
“For a road that 

h a d  b e e n 

abandoned fo r 

y e a r s ,  t h i s 

intervention brings 

relief to residents 

and road users. The 

p l a n n e d 

installation of solar 

s t reet l ights  wi l l 

fu r ther  improve 

s e c u r i t y  a n d 

e c o n o m i c 

activities at night.”
He also noted that 

t h e  o n g o i n g 

r e s u r f a c i n g  o f 

O lay inka S t reet 

would help ease 

trafc and improve 

mobility within the 

community.
The road works are 

being carried out 

with support from 

the Lagos State 

P u b l i c  W o r k s 

C o r p o r a t i o n 

(LSPWC), whose 

per sonne l  were 

s e e n  w o r k i n g 

o v e r n i g h t  o n 

s e c t i o n s  o f 

Olayinka Street.
A political leader 

and former Council 

Leader in Ikorodu, 

A l h a j i  S e  u 

O g u n y e m i , 

popularly known as 
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R
e s i d e n t s 

a n d 

community 

s takeho lders  in 

I g b o g b o  h a v e 

commended the 

E x e c u t i v e 

C h a i r m a n  o f 

Igbogbo/Bayeku 

L o c a l  C o u n c i l 

D e v e l o p m e n t 

Area,  Hammed 

O l a l e k a n 

Aroyewun, for the 

s u c c e s s f u l 

reconstruction of 

t h e 

OliwoAmoju–Olayi

nka Road in the 

community.
The reconstruction 

o f  O l i w o A m o j u 

S t r e e t ,  w h i c h 

features covered 

drainage systems 

o n  b o t h  s i d e s , 

resurfacing of the 

damaged road 

and the installation 

o f  i n t e r l o c k i n g 

stones from the 

junct ion l ink ing 

Igbogbo/Bayeku 

R o a d  t o 

H a s b u n a l l a h i 

where it connects 

Olayinka Street, 

was completed 

l a s t  w e e k . 

Resurfacing work 

on Olayinka Street 

also commenced 

on Monday.

The strategic link 

road connects the 

b u s y 

Igbogbo/Bayeku 

Road to Solawon 

a n d  t h e 

I g b o g b o / B o l a 

Tinubu/IgbeLaara 

Road,  wh ich  i s 

current ly  under 

construction.
Commending the 

p r o j e c t ,  a 

c o m m u n i t y 

developer, Engr. 

Y u s u f  I b r a h i m , 

d e s c r i b e d  t h e 

reconstruction as 

a  r e  e c t i o n  o f 

p u r p o s e f u l 

leadersh ip and 

commitment to 

g r a s s r o o t s 

development.
According to him, 

the intervention 

h a s  i m p r o v e d 

accessibility within 

the community, 

e n h a n c e d 

d r a i n a g e  a n d 

r e s t o r e d 

c o n  d e n c e  i n 

governance.
“The successfu l 

reconstruction of 

OliwoAmoju/Olayi

nka Road is a clear 

t e s t a m e n t  t o 

p u r p o s e f u l 

leadersh ip and 

commitment to 

g r a s s r o o t s 

“ L o b i t o , ”  a l s o 

p r a i s e d  t h e 

council chairman 

f o r  t h e 

d e v e l o p m e n t , 

d e s c r i b i n g  t h e 

in tervent ion as 

commendable.
S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e 

S u p e r v i s o r  f o r 

W o r k s  i n  t h e 

c o u n c i l ,  E n g r . 

Ahmed Abdullah, 

s a i d  t h e 

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n 

a l igns  w i th  the 

chairman's GLORY 

Agenda, not ing 

that visible progress 

is already being 

recorded across 

the LCDA.
C o m m u n i t y 

stakeholders also 

e x p r e s s e d 

appreciation to the 

council leadership 

for  the pro ject , 

describing it as a 

ma jo r  re l ie f  fo r 

residents and road 

users  with in the 

area.
H o w e v e r ,  a 

r e s i d e n t ,  M r . 

A d e n o w o  R a j i , 

urged the council 

a u t h o r i t i e s  t o 

e n s u r e  p r o p e r 

maintenance of 

the road to prevent 

d e t e r i o r a t i o n , 

stressing the need 

for discipline and 

regular upkeep to 

s u s t a i n  t h e 

infrastructure.

Residents Commend Igbogbo/
B a y e k u  C h a i r m a n  O v e r 
OliwoAmoju–Olayinka Road 
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Speaking on the 
development, the 
Special Adviser to 
the Governor on 
Housing, Barakat 
Odunuga-Bakare, 
s a i d  t h e 
c l a m p d o w n  i s 
aimed at restoring 
public condence 
in the sector.
She emphasised 
t h a t  o n l y  d u l y 
r e g i s t e r e d  a n d 
c e r t i  e d 
practitioners are 
p e r m i t t e d  t o 
o p e r a t e  w i t h i n 
L a g o s  S t a t e , 
w a r n i n g  t h a t 
ind iv idua l s  and 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
engaging in illegal 
r e a l  e s t a t e 
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T
he Lagos State 
R e a l  E s t a t e 
R e g u l a t o r y 

A u t h o r i t y 
( L A S R E R A )  h a s 
sealed the ofce 
of  a suspected 
i m p o s t o r 
operat ing as  a 
licensed realtor in 
I k o r o d u ,  L a g o s 
State, as part of a 
w i d e r 
enforcement drive 
t a r g e t i n g 
u n r e g i s t e r e d 
practitioners.
T h e  a g e n c y 
disclosed that the 
operation, carried 
out on Wednesday 
in collaboration 
with ofcials of the 
Lagos State Task 

Force, led to the 
c l o s u r e  o f 
D e m e n y 
Ventures, whose 
o p e r a t o r 
allegedly posed 
as a registered 
LASRERA agent 
u s i n g  a  f a k e 
r e g i s t r a t i o n 
number.
According to a 
s tatement,  the 
e n f o r c e m e n t 
action forms part 
o f  t h e  s t a t e 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
renewed efforts to 
sanitise the real 
estate sector and 
protect residents 
from fraudulent 
p r o p e r t y 
transactions.

activit ies would 
f a c e  s t r i c t 
sanctions.
Odunuga-Bakare 
n o t e d  t h a t 
fraudulent agents 
o f t e n  e x p l o i t 
u n s u s p e c t i n g 
members of the 
p u b l i c  b y 
c o l l e c t i n g 
payments  f rom 
multiple tenants 
f o r  t h e  s a m e 
property or selling 
non-existent plots 
of land.
She added that 
L A S R E R A  h a s 
strengthened its 
r e g u l a t o r y 
f r a m e w o r k 
through improved 
monitoring of real 
e s t a t e 

t r a n s a c t i o n s , 
e n h a n c e d 
r e g i s t r a t i o n 
p r o c e s s e s ,  a n d 
swift investigation 
of complaints.
Also speaking, the 
D i r e c t o r  o f 
Compliance and 
Enforcement  at 
L A S R E R A ,  D e j i 
Badejo, said the 
act ion fol lowed 
c r e d i b l e 
i n t e l l i g e n c e 
r e g a r d i n g  t h e 
suspect's activities.
“Today's operation 
is in response to 
r e p o r t s  o f  a n 
i n d i v i d u a l 
i m p e r s o n a t i n g 
LASRERA wi th a 
fake registration 
n u m b e r  a n d 

d e f r a u d i n g 
u n s u s p e c t i n g 
accommodation 
seekers,” he said.
Badejo stated that 
the enforcement 
was carried out in 
l i n e  w i t h  t h e 
provisions of the 
LASRERA Law 2022, 
adding that further 
investigations are 
ongoing.
The agency urged 
residents to verify 
the reg i s t rat ion 
status of  estate 
a g e n t s  a n d 
developers before 
e n g a g i n g  i n 
p r o p e r t y 
transactions and to 
report suspicious 
a c t i v i t i e s  f o r 
prompt action.

L A S R E R A  S e a l s  O f f i c e  o f 
Suspected Fake Realtor in Ikorodu

“My Dad Said No, I Left Anyway”: 
Asake on Pursuing a Career in Music
N

i g e r i a n 
music star 
A h m e d 

Ololade, popularly 
known as Asake, 
has  opened up 
about the early 
c h a l l e n g e s  h e 
faced at  home 
while pursuing a 
career in music.
Speaking during a 
recent interview 
w i t h  Y o u T u b e r 
K o r t y  E O ,  t h e 
“Sungba” crooner 
revealed that his 
f a t h e r  s t r o n g l y 
o p p o s e d  h i s 
d e c i s i o n  t o 
b e c o m e  a 

m u s i c i a n ,  a 
d i s a g r e e m e n t 
that strained their 
o n c e - c l o s e 
relationship.
According to the 
singer, he shared 
a deep bond with 

h is  father  whi le 
growing up, but 
things changed 
when he decided 
t o  f o l l o w  h i s 
passion for music 
against his father's 
wishes.
“My dad and I 

w e r e  s o  c l o s e 
w h e n  I  w a s 
younger. But it got 
to a time when I 
wanted to leave 
home to do what 
I'm doing now, but 
my father said 'No.' 
I left regardless,” 
he said.
Asake explained 
that his decision to 
leave home and 
pursue his dream 
marked a turning 
point in his l i fe, 
d e s p i t e  t h e 
e m o t i o n a l 
distance it created 
between him and 
his father at the 
time.
T h e  r e v e l a t i o n 

adds context to a 
p r e v i o u s  f a m i l y 
c o n t r o v e r s y  i n 
March 2025, when 
his  father,  Fatai 
Odunsi ,  publ icly 
accused the singer 
o f  neg lect  and 
a b a n d o n m e n t , 
s p a r k i n g 
w i d e s p r e a d 
reactions on social 
media.
H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
situation was later 
resolved as both 
f a t h e r  a n d  s o n 
reconciled, with 
Asake reportedly 
taking responsibility 
f o r  h i s  f a t h e r ' s 
welfare following 
public backlash.

The singer's story 
h i g h l i g h t s  t h e 
personal sacrices 
a n d  d i f  c u l t 
choices that often 
accompany the 
pursuit of success, 
e s p e c i a l l y  i n 
creative industries 
where parental 
support may not 
a l w a y s  b e 
guaranteed.
His journey from 
d e f y i n g 
expectations to 
becoming one of 
Nigeria's leading 
m u s i c  e x p o r t s 
continues to inspire 
m a n y  y o u n g 
talents navigating 
similar paths.

Kehinde Adeleye
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In a recent video 
b r o a d c a s t ,  t h e 
Legbegbe crooner 
expressed concern 
over the perceived 
i n s e n s i t i v i t y  o f 
continuing normal 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
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P
o p u l a r  M r 
R e a l  h a s 
t a k e n  a 

stand on Nigeria's 
e s c a l a t i n g 
i n s e c u r i t y , 
criticising both his 
fellow musicians 

a n d  f a n s  f o r 
r e l e a s i n g  n e w 
m u s i c  a n d 
attending clubs 
d e s p i t e  t h e 
current security 
challenges facing 
the nation.

activities while the 
c o u n t r y  f a c e s 
ser ious secur i ty 
threats.
“ I  w a k e  u p  t o 
terrible news every 
day. I am even 
scared to drop 
songs because of 
the terrible things 
h a p p e n i n g  i n 
Nigeria. Artists who 
a r e  r e l e a s i n g 
songs are trying 
because I don't 
know the kind of 
mind they have. 
H o w  d o  s o m e 
artists do it?” he 
questioned.
M r  R e a l 
h ighl ighted the 
contrast between 
e v e r y d a y 
tragedies and the 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
scene, pointing 
o u t  t h a t  s o m e 

individuals appear 
t o  b e  t u r n i n g 
i n s e c u r i t y  i n t o 
b u s i n e s s  w h i l e 
people continue 
to enjoy nightlife.
“Th i s  country  i s 
burning. People 
are dying. Some 
individuals have 
turned insecurity to 
business and we 
still go to club. That 
is the problem. You 
can argue that 
you have your own 
life to live. I also 
can't deny that I 
don't club or enjoy 
my life. But can't 
you see that it is not 
normal? It is like we 
are under a spell to 
b e  d o c i l e  n o 
matter how worse 
th ings get.  I s  i t 
n o r m a l ? ”  h e 

added.
The singer's remarks 
h a v e  s p a r k e d 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s 
online, with many 
Nigerians debating 
the role of artists 
and entertainers in 
addressing societal 
challenges versus 
m a i n t a i n i n g 
normalcy.
M r  R e a l ' s 
comments come 
amid a period of 
h e i g h t e n e d 
insecurity across 
s e v e r a l  s t a t e s , 
raising questions 
a b o u t  t h e 
respons ib i l i ty  of 
publ ic gures in 
r e s p o n d i n g  t o 
national crises and 
how art can reect 
o r  i n  u e n c e 
s o c i e t a l 
awareness.

Mr Real Criticises Colleagues for 
Dropping Songs Amid Rising Insecurity

Kehinde Adeleye 

“I Threw My Gold into the Lagoon” 
— Foluke Adeboye 
P

astor Foluke 
A d e b o y e , 
w i f e  o f 

renowned Nigerian 
c l e r i c  E n o c h 
A d e b o y e ,  h a s 
opened up about 
t h e  s i g n i  c a n t 
personal sacrices 
she made af te r 
dedicating her life 
to Christ.
In  a  resu r faced 
throwback video 
c u r r e n t l y 
circulating online, 
P a s t o r  F o l u 
Adeboye shared 
how her l ifestyle 
u n d e r w e n t  a 
d r a s t i c 
transformation in 

the early days of 
the Redeemed 
Christian Church 
of God (RCCG).
She revealed that 
before becoming 
born again, she 
h a d  a  s t r o n g 
passion for fashion 
a n d  o w n e d 
several gold items, 
including jewellery 
that she had set 
a s i d e  f o r  h e r 
young child, who 
was under  two 
years old at the 
time.
However ,  af ter 
j o i n i n g  t h e 
church—where 
w e a r i n g  s u c h 

i t e m s  w a s 
discouraged—she 
m a d e  t h e  b o l d 
decision to part 
with all her gold 
possessions entirely.
“ E v e r y  w o m a n 
loves fashion,” she 
said. “By the time 
we became born 
again ,  i t  was  a 
taboo for you to 
have them.”
Instead of keeping 
o r  s e l l i n g  t h e 
valuables, Pastor 
Fo l u  recounted 
that she threw all 
her  go ld in to  a 
lagoon. A family 
friend reportedly 
q u e s t i o n e d  h e r 

d e c i s i o n , 
s u g g e s t i n g  s h e 
could have given 
the items to her 
mother to sell, but 
s h e  d e c l i n e d , 
stating, “Whatever 
is not good for me 
is not good for my 
mother.”
She further shared 
that  she br iey 
turned to copper 
accessories as an 
a l t e r n a t i v e , 
s p e n d i n g 
s ign i cant ly  on 
them at the time, 
before eventually 
abandoning the 
practice.
Despite the scale 

of her sacrice, 
P a s t o r  F o l u 
maintains she has 
no regrets. “What 
would I say I miss? 
Not much, I have 
a l r e a d y  s o l d 
m y s e l f , ”  s h e 
added, reecting 
on her unwavering 
commitment to her 
faith.
H e r  t e s t i m o n y 

h i g h l i g h t s  t h e 
depth of personal 
c o m m i t m e n t 
r e q u i r e d  i n  h e r 
e a r l y  s p i r i t u a l 
j o u r n e y  a n d 
continues to inspire 
members of RCCG 
and other believers 
n a v i g a t i n g  t h e 
challenges of faith 
a n d  l i f e s t y l e 
changes.

Kehinde Adeleye
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appear before its 

commit tee and 

submit a written 

apology, warning 

that further legal 

action could follow 

if he fails to comply.
Reacting to the 

d e v e l o p m e n t , 

Peller maintained 

that he was acting 

on the directive of 

his manager and 

h a d  n o  p r i o r 

knowledge of the 

palace's strict entry 

protocols.
“ M y  m a n a g e r 

asked me to go to 

the Oba of Benin's 

palace. I  d idn't 

know about any 

p r o t o c o l s .  I 

greeted everyone 

respectful ly .  My 

hands are clean,” 
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P
o p u l a r 

T i k T o k 

c r e a t o r 

and livestreamer, 

Hamzat Habeeb 

Adelaja, widely 

known as Peller, 

has addressed the 

c o n t r o v e r s i e s 

su r round ing h i s 

a l l e g e d 

unauthorised visit 

to the palace of 

Oba Ewuare II and 

a  � 3 9 5  m i l l i o n 

l a w s u i t   l e d 

against him.
Speaking during a 

recent livestream, 

t h e  c o n t e n t 

creator  denied 

any wrongdoing, 

insisting that he 

a c t e d  w i t h o u t 

malicious intent 

and was unaware 

that his actions 

v i o l a t e d 

e s t a b l i s h e d 

protocols.
T h e   r s t 

controversy stems 

from his visit to the 

B e n i n  R o y a l 

Palace on March 

6, 2026, which the 

Benin Traditional 

Council described 

as a breach of 

palace customs 

and a desecration 

of sacred grounds.
According to the 

council, Peller and 

members of  h is 

team al legedly 

gained access to 

t h e  p a l a c e 

without proper 

authorisation, an 

i n c i d e n t  t h a t 

reportedly led to 

i n t e r n a l 

d i s c i p l i n a r y 

measures. These 

i n c l u d e d  t h e 

suspension of a 

palace chief, the 

a r r e s t  a n d 

prosecution of a 

s t a f f  m e m b e r , 

a n d  p o s s i b l e 

sanctions against 

a queen linked to 

c o n t e n t 

generated during 

the visit.
T h e  c o u n c i l 

s u b s e q u e n t l y 

summoned the 

i n  u e n c e r  t o 

he said.
I n  a  s e p a r a t e 

development, the 

s o c i a l  m e d i a 

personality is also 

f a c i n g  a  � 3 9 5 

million lawsuit led 

by a Lagos-based 

resident, Osarobo 

Odigie, over an 

alleged incident 

a t  a  lounge in 

Lekki.
In a pre-action 

notice issued by 

h e r  l e g a l 

representatives, 

Odigie accused 

P e l l e r  o f 

d e f a m a t i o n , 

cyber harassment, 

i n v a s i o n  o f 

p r i v a c y ,  a n d 

emotional distress. 

The claims stem 

from a video he 

a l l e g e d l y 

r e c o r d e d  a n d 

s h a r e d  o n l i n e 

w i t h o u t  h e r 

consent following 

a confrontation.
The cla imant i s 

s e e k i n g  � 2 0 0 

million in damages 

for defamation, 

�100 mil l ion for 

emotional trauma, 

� 7 5  m i l l i o n  f o r 

cyberbullying, and 

�20 million for legal 

expenses.
Responding to the 

s u i t ,  P e l l e r 

a p p e a l e d  f o r 

leniency, stating 

that he lacks the 

nancial capacity 

t o  m e e t  t h e 

d e m a n d s .  H e 

added that  he 

h a d  p r e v i o u s l y 

issued an apology 

over the incident.
“I don't have that 

kind of money. It 

feels like people 

want me to go 

b r o k e .  I ' m 

begging; I'm just a 

young person who 

needs guidance,” 

he said.
T h e  t w i n 

controversies have 

s p a r k e d 

w i d e s p r e a d 

reactions across 

s o c i a l  m e d i a , 

raising questions 

about inuencer 

conduct, cultural 

sensitivity, and the 

legal implications 

of digital content 

creation in Nigeria.

Peller Faces Heat Over Palace 
Visit, N395m Lawsuit

Kehinde Adeleye 
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court sittings and 
also provide an 
a v e n u e  f o r  a 
s e a m l e s s 
conditions in legal 
trial.
The respondents 
d i s c l o s e d  t h e 
rigorous efforts they 
g o  t h r o u g h  t o 
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oncerned 

CL i t igant s , 
Court Users 

a n d  P o l i c e 
I n v e s t i g a t i n g 
O f  c e r s ,  I P O s , 
have praised the 
Lagos Judiciary for 
r e o p e n i n g  t h e 
I g b o s e r e 

Magistrate's Court 
in Ebute-Metta for 
public use.
T h e  a p p r a i s a l s 
were bestowed on 
the judicial arm 
stating that the 
initiative will stop 
t h e  h a r r o w i n g 
e x p e r i e n c e s  i n 

at tend to the i r 
c a s e s  i n  o t h e r 
courts at Ebute-
Metta, Yaba and 
S u r u l e r e  f r o m 
where they are 
a s s i g n e d  f r o m 
T i n u b u 
Magistrates' Court 
in  Lagos Island.
Some stated that 
the reopening of 
the facility did not 
only relieve them 
b u t  h a v e  a l s o 
vindicated Chief 
Judge, Kazeem 
Alogba,  for  h i s 
e f f o r t s  i n  t h e 
unprecedented 
achievements in 
the Lagos State 
Judiciary.
O n e  J o h n 
Adoghe, a litigant, 
said; “I thanked 
C h i e f  J u d g e , 

Just ice Kazeem 
A logba,  fo r  h i s 
unprecedented 
achievements in 
the Judiciary in 
L a g o s  a n d  f o r 
l i s ten ing to  our 
complaints for the 
reopening of the 
I g b o s e r e 
Magistrates' Court 
for public use
"This will put a stop 
to the sufferings we 
had been passing 
t h r o u g h  i n 
a t t e n d i n g  o u r 
cases at the sitting 
at the Surulere, 
Ebute-metta and 
Yaba Magistrates' 
Court from where 
they are assigned 
f r o m  T i n u b u 
Magistrates.”
On his own part, 
Babatunde Adisa, 

another Litigant 
stated, “I thank CJ 
Kazeem Alogba 
for reopening the 
I g b o s e r e 
Magistrates" Court 
for public use after 
 v e  y e a r s  o f 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
f o l l o w i n g  t h e 
vandalization and 
l o o t i n g  o f  t h e 
C o u r t  b y  t h e 
EndSars Protesters 
in 2020.
“ I ' m  n o w 
appealing to the 
CJ to expedite 
a c t i o n  o n  t h e 
o n g o i n g 
reconstructions of 
t h e  b u r n t  a n d 
destroyed State 
H i g h  C o u r t  t o 
e n s u r e  t h e 
s t r u c t u r e  i s 
completed during 
his time."

Litigants Eulogize Lagos Judiciary
 For Reopening Igbosere Court

 By Felix Kuyinu

EFCC Arraigns Suspect Over 
Alleged N12M Theft 
T

he Economic 

and Financial 

C r i m e s 

C o m m i s s i o n , 

E F C C ,  h a s 

a r r a i g n e d  o n e 

Oluokun Adekola 

i n  c o u r t  o v e r 

alleged stealing 

the sum of N12 

million.
Adekola is on trial 

at the Ikeja Special 

Offences Court on 

a  o n e - c o u n t 

amended charge 

b o r d e r i n g  o n 

stealing the sum, 

as relayed by the 

prosecution.
" T h a t  y o u , 

O L U O K U N 

G A B R I E L 

ADEKOLA,  and 

other persons at 

large, sometime in 

2 0 2 5  i n  L a g o s 

w i t h i n  t h e 

jurisdiction of this 

Honourable court, 

collaborated with 

others to conceal 

and disguise the 

genuine origin of 

N12,000,000 paid 

into your account 

by transferring and 

converting same 

to cash through 

Point of Sale (POS) 

agent s ,  money 

which forms part of 

N 3 , 0 9 1 , 4 4 1 , 8 4 9 

s t o l e n  f r o m 

a c c o u n t s 

domic i led  w i th 

F C M B  t h r o u g h 

u n a u t h o r i z e d 

 By Felix Kuyinu

a c c e s s  a n d 

f r a u d u l e n t 

activities on their 

mobi le banking 

applications," the 

count reads.
T h e  s u s p e c t 

p l e a d e d  g u i l t y 

after which the 

prosecution asked 

the court  for  a 

date to review the 

facts of the case 

and sentence and 

also prayed that 

the defendant be 

r e m a n d e d  i n  a 

correctional centre.
Presiding over the 

case was Justice 

R a h m a n  O s h o d i 

who adjourned the 

matter till March 17, 

2026 for the review 

o f  f a c t s  a n d 

sentence, and also 

ordered that the 

d e f e n d a n t  b e 

r e m a n d e d  i n  a 

correctional centre.
Adekola had earlier 

been convicted on 

July 23, 2020 by 

J u s t i c e  J o y c e 

Abdulmalik of the 

Federal High Court, 

Ibadan, Oyo State, 

and sentenced to 

2 0  y e a r s 

imprisonment for 

d e f r a u d i n g  a 

T a i w a n e s e  o f 

$22,300, following 

his prosecution by 

the Ibadan Zonal 

Directorate of the 

E F C C  o n  a  s i x -

count amended 

c h a r g e  o f 

obtaining money 

by false pretence.
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Lagos FA Cup Set up Thrilling Fixtures
By Saheed Afolabi 

T
he 2026 Lagos 
FA Cup draw 
h a s  b e e n  

unvei led with a 
glamorous show 
and sett ing the 
stage for an exciting 
title defense by the 
r e i g n i n g  
c h a m p i o n s ,  
Dannaz Ladies.
The Cedars, who 
c l i n c h e d  t h e i r  
m a i d e n  e l i t e  
silverware in the 
compet i t ion  by  
e d g i n g  o u t  
Unification Ladies 1-
0 in the 2025 final at 
t h e  M o b o l a j i  
Johnson Arena in 
Onikan, will kick off 
the i r  campaign 

a g a i n s t  G h e t t o  
Tigers Ladies.
I n  o t h e r  k e y  
matchups, former 
champions Robo 
Queens are drawn 
up against Asisat 
Oshoala Academy 
(AOA) as they aim 
to push toward the 
semifinals.
Newbies, Dynamite 
Queens will lock 
h o r n s  w i t h  
DreamStar Ladies 
for a coveted spot 
in the last four.
Meanwhi le ,  las t  
year's runners-up 
and potential dark 
horses, Unification 
Ladies, take on 
Phoenix Queens in a 
bid to return to the 
semifinal stage.

The Lagos FA Cup, 
originally launched 
in 1918 as the Lagos 

War Memorial Cup, 
holds the distinction 
of being Nigeria's 

o l d e s t  c u p  
c o m p e t i t i o n ,  
car ry ing  a  r ich  

legacy of passion 
and pride in Lagos 
football.

Lagos FA Cup Draws Sets Up Thrilling Fixtures 

T
he Lagos FA Cup 

Draws for the 

2 0 2 6  e d i t i o n  

took place recently 

a t  the  Nat iona l  

Stadium in Surulere, 

Lagos, marking an 

exciting kickoff to 

one of the state's 

most anticipated 

grassroots football 

tournaments. 

The event brought 

t o g e t h e r  c l u b  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  

stakeholders, royal 

fathers, and football 

enthus ias t s  in  a  

vibrant ceremony 

that blended sport 

with cultural pride.

Under the leadership 

o f  L a g o s  S t a t e  

Football Association 

(LSFA) Chairman, 

Hajji Gafar Liameed, 

the draws set the 

s tage fo r  f ie rce 

competition among 

approximately 77 

men's teams and 8 

w o m e n ' s  t e a m s  

affiliated with the 

LSFA. The highlight of 

the day was the 

official unveiling of a 

stunning new Lagos 

F A  C u p  t r o p h y ,  

inspired by the iconic 

Eyo Masquerade a 

s y m b o l  d e e p l y  

rooted in Lagosian 

heritage showcasing 

the associat ion's  

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  

fusing tradition with 

the beautiful game.

In his address during 

t h e  c e r e m o n y ,  

Chai rman Gafar  

L i a m e e d  

e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  

deeper significance 

of the tournament.

"This competit ion 

represent s  more  

than footbal l ;  i t  

reflects our culture, 

our unity, and our 

vision for the future of 

the game in Lagos. 

We are committed 

to delivering a well-

o r g a n i s e d  

tournament that will 

continue to discover 

talents and inspire 

the next generation," 

Gafar said.

Gafar reinforced the 

LSFA's dedication to 

nurturing local talent 

a n d  e l e v a t i n g  

f o o t b a l l  a c r o s s  

N i g e r i a ' s  m o s t  

populous state.
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